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The Prodigal his Portion has, and he | 42 
Waſtes it on Women, Wine, and Luxury, [ f 


A 
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Until atlaſt with Hogs he's forc'd to feed; 

Nay, can't get Husks, tho hz has ne'et ſuch need. 
Then to his Father he at laſt does go, | A. 
Whoſe open Arms does his Compaſſion ſhow. | | 
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Fully opening the Nature of it; with ſoine 
about this Great Duty · 


5 neceſſary for all Chriſtian Families. 


n 


The S event b Edition. 


8 


Luke x' xv. 18. 


him, I have J. ned 4 paint Heaven ang before 
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TO THE 


As thereis nothing that prevails with 
f A poor Prodigals to return to their Fa- 
tber Houſe, more than the Remembrance | 
of bis being their Father; ſo there is no- 
thing more affect the Heart of God, than 
to ſee his poor wandring Prodigals confeſ- 
ſing their Sins and Unworthineſs, and re- 
turning to him, as to a Gracious and Mer- 
ciful Father: This ſtirs up his Bowels of 
i Compaſſion towards them : For as a Father 
pitieth his Children, ſo the Lord piti- 
eth them that fear him. And this Love 
e God to his returning Prodigals is the more 
amaxing, in that theſe Predigals make their 
Father's Houſe their laſt Refuge. Alas! 
could this Prodigal Sim bave but filled bis 
Belly with the Husks that were given to the 
Sine, he would never have thought of the 
Hoek that was in his Father's Houſe ; but, 
like a Swine as be was, be would have fed 
{ K 3 a4 mong 
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neſs dwells, i is the Deſire and Prayer of |» 


—— 


To the Reader. 


among the Swine ftill. © But berein is the iy 
Riches of Divine Grace to be adir'd, that 
where Gad has a purpoſe of Grace to puor — 
Sinners, he knocks bis Fingers off of all © 
other Holds (though they wou d be but vain) © 
that ſo, they ſecing all other Refuges failing 


hem, they may at laſt come to that try d 


Stone, which God has laid for a Foundation | 
in Zion; ; that ſo being built upon him, they 1 
migot never be confounded. And this very 
kind Reception which poor returning Prodi- 
gals find from their Heavenly Father, after 
th:y have ſpent all their Portion in riotous , © 
Living, does exceedingly illuſtrate the rich 
Grace of God to por Sinners, and an Eu- 42 
couragement to them to conſider their Ways, | * 


. 


aud be wiſe. And that the following Ser- ; 
mont ina be ſo many prevailing Mtives 7 0 


to them, to leave the Husks of brutiſh Appe- 
Lites and Affections, which in the midſt ＋ 
all their Fullneſs can never yield them any Fl 
real Satisfaction, and that they may come to un 
taſte of theſe true and reliſbing Delights 

which are laid up in kim, in hoi all Full- 
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t try'd 


dation R E T 85 R N- D 

» 57 To his Fathers Houſe, Oc: 
Prog t.- 

, after _ _Senvox _ 
riotous N . eee 
he rich Luke xv. 17. 18, 19. 


an Eu- Aud when he came to bimſelf, he ſaid, How many 
; Ways, hired Servanis of my Father have Bread 


1g Ser- enough, mw to ſpare, and 1 periſh with 
Hunger: 


Mot ives | will ariſe and go to-my Fathir, and will 70 
h Appe- 1 unto him, Father, I have fi aned againſt Hea- 
midjt ef wen, and before thee, 


em any. 4 id am no more worthy to be rilked thy gen; 
come to make mne as one of thy hired Servants, | 


Delights AVING promis'd in a for- 
all Ful 4 mer Treatiſe * to ſhew the 
of FA exceeding Rea- *Called,The 
' dineſs and Mer- Sincere Pe- 
iſher, cy of God, in nitent. 
J. E. 4 berdoring our r Sins 0 our returning 
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- The Prodigal Son 


; to him, I thought I could not do it 


better than by making the Parable of 


the Prodigal Son, the Ground-work of 
my Diſcourſe: It being a ſufficient 
Foundation for the Superſtructure Iam 
going to raiſe upon it, in all the ſeve- 
ral Branches thereof ; and alively Re- 


preſentation of the State and Condi- 


tion of every Man that comes into the 


World by Nature. For GOD has given 
every one a Portion, a Talent, ſome- 
thing that he may improve, to the 


Glory of his Name, and to his own 


Advantage: And we are all ſo Self- 


opinionated, and conceited of our own 
Abilities, that we are willing to have 


our Portion in our own Hands, and at 
our own Diſpoſal. We doubt not but 
we can of our ſelves improve it to the 
beſt Advantage; and therefore we 


come boldly with the Prodigal in our 
Text, and ſay to our Father, Father, 


give me the Portion of Goods that falleth 
ic me. And our indulgent Father ho“ 


he knows and ſees well enough what 


will be the Iſſue of it, and what a mi- 


ſerable Improvement we ſhall make 


of our Portion, yet) that our ſelves 


Return d to his Father's Honſe. 3 
may come to know ourſelves, and ſee 
the Evil that is in our own Hearts, 
he gratifies us in our fooliſh Requeſts, 
| and delivers us our Portion into our 
dcn Hands: And while that laſts, we 
take Solomon's ironical Counſel, Eccleſ. 

xi. 9. Rejoyce, O Young Man, in thy Youth, 
and let thy Heart cheer thee in the Days ef 
thy Youth, and walk in the Ways of thy 
Heart, and in the Sight of thine Eyes. Theſe 
Things we readily purſue, but little 
think of the heavy Afcer-clap, That for 
all theſe Things God will bring us unto 
Judgment. The poor Prodigal no ſooner 
received his Portion, but he gave up 
the Reins to his Luſt, took his Full of 


with Riotous Living. And ſee now the 
bitter End of Senſual Pleaſures : After 
\ he had ſpent all, there aroſe mighty 
' Famine in that Land, and began to 
be in Want: His Portion was ſpent, 

his Subſtance was waſted : Thoſe that 
had moſt, began to be in Want: What 
then muft become of him that had 
ſpent all? It was no Wonder that he 

began to be in Want; What muſt 
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Senſual Pleaſures and Delights ; and ſoon 
ſpent his Portion and waſted his Subſtance | 


4 be Prodigal Son : 
he now do? Why, he now goes and 
joyns himſelf to a Citizen of that Coun- 
try; he had ftill a Hankering after Sin, 
and therefore chuſes to be a Servant, a 
Slave, a Hog-keeper, rather than to 
leave that Country. O how much are 
poor Sinners in love with their Chain 
How much rather had they to continue | 
the Slaves of Satan, and the Devils 1 
Drudges, than to think of getting into t 
the glorious freedom of the Children of 
God? He had rather be a Swine-berd, t 

aà Swine-feeder in the Kingdom of Dark- rt 
neſs, than once to think of rerurning I 
to his Father, David profeſſes, He b 
bad rather be @ Door-keeper in the Houſe p 
of his God, than to dwell in the Tents if 
of Wickedneſs: Bur this Predigal, on o. 
the contrary, had rather be a Hog- P. 
feeder in the Tents of Wickedneſs, bi 
than to return to his Father's Houſe, | tt 
But he muſt undergo further Hard- C 
Ihips ſtill; and thoſe Husks that were de 
ſcarce good encugh for the Swine, are 
thought too good for him. He that H 
a while ago, nothing would ſerve © di! 
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but the moſt Delicious Dainties, and  w: 


the Choiceſt Wine, with whatever thi 
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Return d to his Father's Houſe, £ 5 
might ſtir up and maintain carnal De- 
lights and Affections, is now brought 
to that paſs, that he would be glad to 
be a Meſs-mate with the Swine, and fill 


his Belly with the Husks that were gi- 


ven then: But, alas! even this was. 


not permitted him; for no Man ga e 
unto him. And 'tis well they did not; 
for could he have got but a Belly ſull, 


tho' but of Husks and Hog's: Meat, he 


would never have had a Thought of re- 
turning to his Father's Houſe, O how 
much Mercy is there in our worldly 


Diſappointments !  How-fain would we. 


be taking hold of the things of this 
. preſent Life, and cleaving faſt to them, 


if God by his Providence did not knock. 
off our Fingers? O how fain would this 


Prodigal have fill'd his Belly with Husks, 


but no Man gave unto him! And truly 
this, to an Eye of Senſe, was a bad 


deed. What! not to be allow'd to feed 
among Swine ! Not afforded a few 


Hacks ! What Condition could be more 


diſmal and deplorable? And yet this: 


was the greateſt Mercy that could befal 
this Prodiga! : There was no other way 


-- "F” 


N . The Prodigal Son 


but this to cure him, to bring him to 


himſelf, = 
Sin is a bewitching thing ; it effaci- 


_ nates the Soul, and takes away the 


Tight Uſe of our Reaſon : We act not, 


while we ate under the Power of Sin, 
as Men, but as Mad-men ; as thoſe 
that are beſides themſelves; and there- 


fore the Prophet, or rather God by the 
Prophet, ſetting before his People the 


Madneſs and Folly of their Idolatry, 
| bids em remember this, and (hew them. 
ſelves Men; Which is as much as if he 
had faid, Whilſt you follow your Idols, 


you are beſide your ſelves ; you are ef- 
facinated; ſhew your ſelves but Men, 


and you muft needs be convinc'd of 


your Folly. And ſo it was with this 


poor Predigal ; he had laid out himſelf - 
in the Service of Sin, which had ſo 
much debaſed all his Faculties, and 


emaſculated his very Soul, that it had 


'F left no room in him for Conſideration ; | 
'F fo that he could not fo much as think | 


what would be the Ifſue of it. But 
now being forced to bite upon the Bri- 


dle, and not ſo much as the Hopes of | 
a Supply from any other Hand, being yg 


Adverſity conſider, 


Return d to bis Father's Houſe, 7 
in view, this was a Means of bringing 
him to himſelf; How many Souls are 


deſtroy'd for want of Conſideration! 
Now a Day of Adverſity is a Day of 


Conſideration: And hence the wiſe 
Man tells us, Eccleſ. vii. In the: Day of 
And therefore the 
firſt Step this Prodigal takes, in order 
to his Return, is to become a think- 


ing and conſiderative Perſon: He de- 


bates his own Caſe with himſelf; for 


ſo ſays our Text, When he came to him- | 

ſelf, be ſaid, How many hired Servants of, | 
my Father hawe Bread enough, &c. Before 
| he drove on furiouſly, conſidering no- 
thing preſent, reflecting on nothing 
paſt, nor regarding any thing that 
might come after. Now he 
cool, reaſons the Caſe, and deliberates 


what is like to be the Iſſue of Things, 
if he continues thus, and what there- 


fore is fitteſt to be done for the fu- 


ture. 


And thus it is with every Penitent 
returning Sinner: The firſt Eſſay of Re- 


and a ſerious and Penſive Conſiderate- 


reſs, As ſoon as he is gotten out 


grows 


of Þ 
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3 be Prodigal Fon 


of the Noiſe of the World, the Charms 
M Pleaſurc, and Hurry of his own Paſ- 
ſions, he ſits down and conſiders, he 


endeayours to ſee with his own Eyes, 
and not be led by Rumour or Exam- 
ple; he exerciſes his Reaſon, and re- 
ſolves to judge impartially of Things, 
and from this Epocha, or Point of Time, 
the firſt Conceptions of Good in him 
nnr, = N 
But, 2. From the foreſaid Deliberation, 


he proceeds to Reſolution: I will ariſe, 
and go to my Fither, and ſay unto him, &C. 


That is, I have been foolifhly hurried 


on hitherto, and was upon the Brink 
of Deſtruction before I apprehended 


my Danger; 1 dreamed of new Diſco- 
veries of freſh Pleaſures in my bold 
Adventures; but now I perceive my 
Way is hedg'd up wieh Thorns, and 


there is but one Way left me; I muft 
try my Father's Clemency, or periſh: 
whether he will receive me or not, 1 
cannot tell; but that I find muſt be the 


Way, or none; therefore I am reſol- 
ved to make the Experiment: If he 
refufes me, I am but where I was ; but 

if he receives me, I am abundantly 


better; 
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Return d to his Father's Houſe, 9 
better: It is better to retract my Folly, 
and live, than oMinately to maintain 


my Poſt, and die miſerably ; there is 
{ome Hope this Way, but none at all 


the other: Therefore jacta eſt alea, the 


Dye is caft, and I am teſolv'd I will 
return. a 


Thus alſo it is with the penitent re- 
turning Sinner: Now (ſays he) mine 


Eye, are open d; and tho very late, 


yet now at laſt ] fee my Danger; and 
bleſſed be God that I ſee whither Js 
going, before the Caſe be utterly deſpe- 


rate: I am ſure to periſh for ever, if 1 


continue my ſinful Courſe; and therefore, 


whatever come ont, I will return, What- 


ever Diſcouragements for my Ac- 
ceptance, my former Rebellion's ſex 
before me; or whatſoever Diff-ulty 
there may be for an old babituated Sin- 


ner to change his Byaſs, I am reſolved 
however, not to periſh fooliſhly, with 
my Hands folded up in my Boſom: 


No, I will ariſe and go to my Father; 1 
will try whether he will refaſe me or 
not. . 


Z. This Reſolution is followed by 
Execution, and actual Returning ; He 
e = 


%. A 


10 


The Prodigal Son 
is not like the Son that ſaid, 7 go, Sir, 
bat never went, but he aroſe, and went 


to his Fatber. He that conſiders, and 
comes to no Reſolution, is like the Man 
that plows his Ground, and ſows no 


thing upon it: And he that reſolves, 


but executes not, is yet more ſottiſh ; 
for he is at all the Coſt, and takes all 
the Pains, and reaps no Fruit of his 
Labcurs. | 
nexion between Confederation, Reſolution, 
and Execution, and they are ſo naturally 
conſequent upon one another, that 
as vn the one ſide Conſideration 
brings on Reſolution, and that, Pra- 
ctice; ſo much more on the other, 
from a Man's Practice, we may ordina- 
rily pronounce his Reſolutions, 


| tations. But the Prodigal he comes to 


this Point; J have delay'd too long al- 
ready; I may conſider, and make Re- 
ſolutions, and yet fit and ſtarve: It 


muſt be doing muſt reſcue me from my 
Miſery : And ſo he aroſe, and ſo doth 


the true returning Penitent: He out 


of hand cloſes with the bleſſed Jeſus up- 


There is ſuch a near Con-. 


awe AGREE na yn 


and |: 
from that certainly calculate his Medi- 


on his own, that is upon Goſpel- Terms. 


But 
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Return'd to his Father's Houſe. II 
But before we proceed, let us fur- 


ther obſerve, That the Prodigal's Re- 
pentance is here term'd, a Coming to 


himfelf ; as if he had been out of his 
Wits before, as I have in part already 
rouch'd upon; and from whence this 
Doctrine fairly offers it ſelf, That a 
Man in his Sins is out of his Senſes, 
a mzer Madman, and out of his Wits. 


Sinners are Bedlams and Lunaticks, void 


of Senſe and Reaſon. And therefore thoſe 


ſo:equoted Words of the Prophets, 
Ia. Xivi. 8. Remember this, and ſhew your 
ſelves Men; bring it again to Mind, O je 
Tranſoreſſors., may be better render'd, | 
Return to your Minds, O ye Tranſoreſſors, 
or, Return into your Hearts, as Calvin 


reads them, making this very Note 
from thence, That they were not well 
in their Wits before: To which agrees 


Muſculus Mentxerus, with many others. 
And indeed the Words uſually uſed for 


Repentance, both in the Greek and La- 


tin, ſhew as much ; for the Greek Word 
is derived of another, which ſignitieth 
Folly and Madneſs, and is as much as 
OR Mit. And for the Latin Word, 

the Prophet in the former place cited, 
„„ ſeemeth 
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will declare it: Some run to and fro! 


ſaich Feremiab? Nay, they were not at all © 
aſhamed, neither did they bluſh, IIai. vi, © 


ked both to Shame and Judgment Þ 


* 12 | Tie Prodigal Fon | q Re 
4 . N 7 £ | X } 
ſeemeth to give the Signification of it Alas! 


And it is no wonder, for their Reaſons lory 
and Judgment are now corrupted thro 2mm! 
Sin; ſo that as our Bleſſed Saviour ſaidſemeti 
They know not what they do, And is zend ſe 


4 


not the very Deſinition of a Mad- man, Kere! 


Fancy, and to be led by Appearancesliſple 


without Tlial? Thus it is ſaid, Laleltrait 


communed one with another what they mightEAr th 
do to Feſus. — mPE 


% 


Now let the Uſes of the Point beDivin 


theſe : Firſt, It may inform our Judg-their 


ments concerning Sin and Sinners: Sin Air v. 


7 
. 


is Madneſs, and Sinners are Lunaticks Crabl 


being poſſeſs'd with a Spiritual Frenzy On 


1 
* 


and Madneſs. And if we do but behold cruc 


em with a ſpiricual Eye, their Actions find 
ſtark- naked, and bluſh not to tear off, 
and caſt away the Garments of Holi- Þ 
nefs and Innocency : Were they aſhamed, * 


15. Are Men aſhamed of their fa. © 
gitious Courſes, which lay them na- 


* 
* 
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of je Alas! they are fo far from it, that they 


eaſonSlory in them, never bluſhing for the 


throtommitting of them. Others, (tho? 


r ſaid ſometimes they keep within Compaſs, 


| ic jeind ſeem to be well govern'd, as if they 
mag. were no ſuch Men, tor all Men are not 


w Hs Always alike mad, yet) being a little 
ancesdliſpleas'd, are but in the leaſt croſs'd, - 
Lui Rrait fall a playing of their mad Pranks, 


5 raging and raving againſt Heaven and 


mightEArth, curſing and banning all that 


ſpeak to them, and imprecating the 
nt be Divine Majeſty to bring Damnation on 
Judg-their own Heads, infecting the very 


; Jin Air with their leud Speeches, and exe- 


7 
1 


ticks, ctable Oaths, as if they would pluck 


enzy Omnipotence out of his Throne, and 


hold Erucifie the Saviour of the World afreſh: 
tions And would any but Mad- men act at 


d fro ſuch a rate? Others again foam at the 
r off. Mouth; their talk is idle and beaft- 
Holi- IF, ſavouring neither of Wie nor 
med, * oneſty; the very Sparkles of Hell 


at al; Some forth from their Lips, whereat 
i. vi, the Devil kindles the Fire of Diſſen- 
- ſſa. tion. And is not this a plain Indica- 
\ na. tion that they are Mad-men? But 
ent? Again, how deeply are others poſſels' 

. with 


Alas! 
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14 The Prodigal Son 7 
with the Spirit of Madneſs, who are 
never well, but when they are wound- 
ing, beating and deſtroying themſelves 
and others, waſting their Eſtates, con- 
ſuming their Bodies, and pitifully flaſh- 


ing of their Conſciences and Souls; 
yea, killing and deſtroying whoever |. 


they keep Company with, drawing 


them into the ſame Exceſs of Riot, that 


ſo they may all perih together. In a 


Word, what mad Property is to be ſeen 


in a Bedlamite, that is not to be found 
in a wicked Man? O happy were it, if 
the Rod of Diſcipline were better uſed ; | 
for then there wou'd be Hope of more 
Sobriety. ) ͤ eel 
But, 2. Is this ſo, that every Sinner 
is a Lunatick? Let it then admoniſh all 


ſuch as are well in their Wits, to keep 
cut of ſuch Company. Men bodily 


mad are kept bound and chained, and | 
_ narrowly watched over, that they can- 


not hurt, and yet we are loth to come 


within their Reach: But we never 
fear thoſe Spiritual Bedlams, of whom 
we ought to be moſt wary, being 
they are at Liberty in every Place 
and Houſe, in moſt Companies, and 


Lo S 


Ws 


L 
8 
IT 
a 
n 
7: 8 
if 
d 


re 


Return d to bis Father's Houſe. 


that you come not in their Company, 
nor receive them into your Houſes, 
unleſs Neceſſity compel: What tho 


they keep within Compaſs for a time? 
In ſome Months, Mad- men ſeem ſo- 


ber; yet ficſt or laſt they will have 
their Fits, and may much endanger 


your Souls and Bodies. 8 
The laſt Uſe ſhall be an Exhortation 
to ſuch as are yet in the State of Na- 


ture, to pity and pray for themſelves, 


that the 


y may have their Senſes re- 


ſtor'd to them. When thou ſeeſt a 
& Lanatick to rage and rave, to rend and 


tear his Hair and Fleſh, thou canſt not 
but pity and fend forth a Prayer ſor 


him, that God would help him. Be- 


hold, O Man! thine own Eftate, ſuch 


an one art thou, void of all Senſe and 


Spiritual Underſtanding, who doft daily 
wound thine own Soul by Sin: Be as 
merciful to thy ſelf, as thou art to o- 
thers; bewail thine own fearful State; 
cry to God for belp and redreſs; never give 

; | Over 


15 m 
7 many times have Power to hurt; and 
yet the more is the Pity, How careleſs 
are we of our ſelves? O! be more care- 
ful, you that love your ſelves, and ſee 
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over till, thou art brought to thy ſelf; | 
and being once cured, commiſerate the 
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Eſtate of others that are not. Turn not 
their mad Pranks. into Jeſt, as moſt 


do; but turn to God by Prayer for their 


| Recovery, as but few do, En 
But let us now, in ind dert place, ſee 


what are the Conſiderations the Pro-. 
digal entertains his Thoughts upon, in 


this his afflicted Condition: And we 
hall find them reduceable to theſe fol- 

„wing Heads. „ 
1. He conſiders what the Condition 
Was he is fallen from, and how happy 


he might have been, had it not been 


for his own Folly : How many hired Ser- 


wants of my Father have Bread enough; &C. | 
As if he had ſaid, I that now am pinch- h 


ed with Want, found none in my Fa- 
ther's Houſe ; there I was liberally Main- 
tain'd, honourably Treated, wanted 

nothing but the Wiſdom to underſtand 
my own Felicity; and in this Condi- 
tion I might have continued; for nei- 
ther did my Father's Eſtate complain of 
the Burden of my Accommodations, 
nor was he ſtrait-handed, or abated 
any thing of his Fatherly Affection to- 


wards. 


— 2ͤ— — — 2 — —U— 
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& wards me: It was nothing but my own 
| Folly ruin'd me. And then he pro- ; 
CEOs; g 

45 To deplore the Cad Eſtate he was 
fallen into: When I ſet out from m 
Father's Heuſe in queſt of Liberty, did 1 
ever dream of becoming a Slave? When 


—— 


, I deſpiſed the liberal Proviſions of his 
. Family, did I, or could I have thought 
n I ſhould come to want Bread, to feed 
2 upon Husks 2 How fad is the Change! 
Hou ſevere is my Fate! which I know 


| no more how to bear, than how to 

on | avoid. But this is not the worſt Vet! 7 

py For, 

en z. He fore-thinks what is like to be 
er- the Iſſue of this: Is it not only feeding 

SC. upon Husks, but I periſh for Hunger: I 
have a Proſpe& of nothing but Death 

Fa- before me, in the Caſe Iam in. I am 

ain- | loſt and undone ; undone in the moſt 
dreadful Circumſtances ; I not only pe- 
tand Iriſh, but it is with Hunger: Death 

ondi- makes his ſure Approaches ; and that 


nel- iin a moſt ghaſtly Shape; Vivens vi- 
in 0 denſque perco, I ſee and feel my ſelf 
ions, dying. 


4. But yet in che 1 place, he looks 
about 
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about him, to ſee if there be not ſome |} g 
way of Eſcape. I am dying (ſaith he) b. 
but not quite dead; whilft chere is Life, 2; 
there is Hope; who will not catch in 
hold of any thing, rather than periſh? | th 
And it agrees not wi h my Condition th 
to ſtick at any thing that can afford op 
me the leaſt Probability of Safety. Am tra 
not I a Son, tho' I am here a Slave? Li 
Have not I a Father? And hath he not || zhe 
Pity? Why then do I ftand ſtill and Ven 
die, and not rather make the utmoſt bin 
Experiment ? : 

And here we may ſuppoſe the Pro- eſc: 
digal thus Arguing with himſelf; Woe Jud 


and alas is me! This miſerable Life, (as Com 


miſerable as it is) cannot laft always; nd 


Death will arreſt me ſhortly, and pre- F z/ 


ſent me before a juſt Tribunal: TheJo» :4 


Grave will ere long cover me, but notſ ſund 
be able to conceal me; for I muſt comeſtheir 
to Judgment. Methinks I hear alceady}Heaz 
the Sound of the laſt Trumpet, Let thgthe d 
Dead ariſe, let them come to Judgment: into e. 
ſee the Angels as Apparators, gather v 
ing all the World together, and prey 


ſenting them before that dreadful Tris 
bunal. How ſhall I be able with mo m 
; 1 Suiltß 


Return d to bis Father s Houſe. 
e | guilty Conſcience to appear upon that 
2) | huge Theatre before God, Angels, and 
e, Men? Methinks i ſee the Devil ſtand- 
ch ing at my Right Hand, to aggtavate 


19 : 


\ > | thoſe Faults which he prompted me to 


on the Commiſſion of. I beheld the Books 


ord opened, and all the Debancheries, Ex- 
Am | travagancies and Follies of my whole 


ve? Life laid open: Chrift, the Fudge of all 
not | the World, coming in flaming Fire, to take 


and Vengeance upon them that bave not known 


moſt bim, nor obeyed his Goſpel, How ſhall J 

{endure his Preſence? How ſhall I 
pro- | eſcape his Eye? I cannot delude his 
Woe Judgment, nor evade his Sentence: 
Ty (as Come then, ye Rocks, and fall upon me, 


ways; end ye Mountains cover me from the Face 


i cf the Lamb, and from bim that ſitteth up- 
on the Throne. But the Rocks rend in 


— 
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but you would not be ar Pl me; 
you have choſen the way of od by now, 


therefore ye ſhall be filled with your | 


own Ways. I forewarned you what 
would be the Iſſue of your Courſes, 


but you would have your full Swing of | 
Pleaſure for the preſent, whatever be- 
come of it hereafter : You made a Jeſt 


of judgment, but it is come in Earneſt: 
You have had your Time of Jollity 
and Senſual Tranſports, and now your 


Portion -is Weeping and Wailing, and 


Gnaſhing of Teeth. 


But is there no Hope left? Muſt I 1 
lie down thus in Sorrow and Deſpair ? © 
- Theſe Things I may juſtly expect, but 
they are not yet incumbent upon me. 


I have heard God is a Merciful God, 


and thereupon L preſum d hitherto,and | 
abuſed his Goodneſs; but ſure bis Mare | 


cies are above the Meaſure of a Man, 


if they be infinite like Himſelf ; He | 
hath more Goodneſs than 1 have In- 
gtatitude. Poſſibly there may be ſome {| 


Hopes left, in the midſt of all theſe Ca- 
lamities: If there be none, it is in vain 


to repent, fruit eſs to weep, endleſs to 


bewail, Madn.ſs to add co my 5 
| n= 


— 


DAY mv Wa =o 


1 vain 
leſs to } 
own 

In- 


s poſſible my Condixion m 


I caft my ſelf upon his 


Beturn d to bis Father s Hou 3 
Infelicities: If there be an Irrevoca- 

ble Decree paſt upon me, I will curſe 
God and die. But lure whilft there is 


a God, there muſt be Goodneſs; his 


Name ſpeaks his Nature. Will he break 


a bruiſed Reed? Will he contend with 
Duſt and Aſhes ? It is true, he hath no 
Need of me; but for the ſame Reaſon. 


he cannot delight in my Miſery : ' 


He cannot Repent and Change his 
Mind, becauſe his Wiſdom foreſaw 
from the Beginning all poſſible Contin- 
gencies, But if I Repent, and change 
my Mind, the fame Unthangeableycſs, of 

his, will oblige him as well then to 
ſave me, as before to deftroy me. How © 


far he will extend Mercy, and what 
| Inſtances he will make of it, I cannos |} 


define: But who knows but he ma- 


. 2 3 5 vet 
| admit of my Submiſſion? 7 7-3 


IOWever, | 
m; and it 
hay be bet- 
certainly and if 
1 - YVoodnels, I can 
wt peri therefore I will try, I will 


I cannot be worſe than 1 3 


ter. Here I periſh 


Deliberation brings him to Reſolution, 
which is the Second Stage of Repen- 
B 2 tance 


2? and go to my Father. Thus his 
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tance. But ſo much ſhall ſuffice for 
this time. 
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SERMON II. 


I will ariſe and go to my Father, and will ſay 


unto him, Father, I have fi nned againſt Hea- 
den, and before thee : 

And am no more worthy to be called thy Son; 
make me as one of thy hired Servants, 


N he "EM Verſe (of which we 
have already ſpoken) we have this 
Prodizat in his deep Meditations: com- 

paring Things together, and weighing | 
them in the Ballance: But behold, ; 
whilſt he muſed, the Fire kindled in 
his Boſom, and now he ſpeaks, I will 

_ ariſe and go to my Fatber, and will ſay unto | 
 bim, Father, I have ſinned, &c. In the 

Words three Things are ef pecially to be 


obſerved: Firſt, what he reſolves to th; 


do, I vill ariſe and 60. | Secondly, To 
| whcm 


for 


Son; 


com- 


ed in 


% unto 


In the 4, which is his Reſurrection in this Life 
to be 
ves to 
„, T0 | 
whcm |» 


ſinned, &c. 
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whom he will go; I will go to my Fa- 


ther. Thirdly, What he will ſay when 
he comes thither. Father I have 


It was high Time for the Prodigal to 
think of returning to his Father, when he 
was Periſhing by his Diſobedience ; and 


had no farther, nor no other Pefuge, 
but in his Father's Clemency : aud ſure 
it is time forthe Sinner to Repent, and 
Hea- 


Return to God, when (, hg be ſen/ible 
of any thing) he cannot but be appre- 


henſive that in the Courſe he is in, the 
Danger of his Eternal Ruin is as cer- 
tainly impendent, as it is more intole- 
rable. But to come to the Particulars: 
h we 

e this 


Firſt, We are to conſider what he re- 


ſolves td do. 1 will, faich he, ariſe and 
+ go, &c. There is a Three-fold Reſurretti- 
;ghing | | 
old, ſo we riſe again in Baptiſm. The Se- 


cond is Cor poreal; and ſo we ſhall riſe again 
I will > 


on of a Chriſtian. Firſt, Sacramental, and 


in the Day of cur Lord Jeſus in our BS. 


dies from the Grave. The Third is Spiritu- 


in Soul from the Death of Sin. Thus did 


this Prodigal ariſe, and thus doth every 
true Penitent ariſe, while he here liveth 
I „ 
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on the Earth; from whence we may 
| obſerve, on i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


That Repentance from Sin, is as a Reſur- | 
rection from Death. Which is further con- 
firmed by the Apoſtle's Words : Awake |: 
thou that ſleepeſt, and ſtand up from the 


it to be, The Work of Repentance is G 
no leſs miraculous than the raiſing of V 
G 
2 


1 Dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee Light. it 
| And if this be fo, then Repentance is g 
no ſuch eaſy Matter as the World takes 
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A the Dead. It is a Work that cannot be 


| | wrought by the Power of Nature, but a 
* ſuch a Work as muft be wrought by | 4. 
| | the mighty Power of God. ti 

But, 2. A Second Uſe ſhall be, to ſtir 2 


* 


* 
0 
— 


us all up thus to ariſe: For if the Soul 
while it is in the Body, ariſe not out of 
the Grave of Sin, ſure it is, the Body 
mall never riſe out of the Earth but to 
Shame and Confuſion. Uſe all good ac 
Means therefore, that thou may eſt have to 
thy Part in this firſt Reſurrect on from in 
Sit to Grace, that the ſecond Death may th 
have no Power on thee ; for otherwiſe |. 
it is impoſſible to eſcape the Power of 
it. By no means can ſt thou eſcape the 
Torment of Hell, if thou doſt not here ſo 
awake, 
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|} awake, and ftand up from the Dead, 
and with Lazarus come forth, But to 
proceed. ; „000. 
And go.] It Was a good and*holy Mo- 
tion which he had of Ariſing. This he doth 
e not quench, but che riſhes and nouriſnes 
; it: He adds more Fuel to this Fire be- 
nce is + gun, tho' but a Spark To the good 
Motion of Ariſing, he adds the ſecond of 
Going, which is a moving forward: 
Wen we once begin in the Way of 
4 Godlineſs, there muſt be a, Propreſſion, - 
* a continual going forward, The good 
Mot ions of God's bleſſed Spirit, at any 
time, in any me. ſure, (cho? never ſo 
| weak) being once begun, are not to be 
: choakd, but co be cheriſh'd. When 
the Lord ſhall put any good Motion into 
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And this ſerveth as a Uſe of Reproof 
to condemn them that nip the Bud as 

ot here 5 ſoon as ever it peeps Forth; and quench 

awake, 34 every « 
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28 The Prodigal Son : 
every Spark of good that any time aps *., 
peareth; yea, they wilfully ſet them- 
ſelves to repel all good Motions, haſten 14 
ing to their wicked Companions, to m. 
chace away what they prophanely call go! 
Qualms of Devotion, which are indeed 


the ſweet Inſpirations of the Holy Spi- I 
rit of God. Thus ſome will have ſome . 
kind of Remorſe wrought in them, fer 
ſometimes upon the Hearing of a Ser- M 
mon, and they ſeem to be much griev'd a 
and perplex'd for a while; but they bli 
ſoon quench this Grief, as not being 
willing to torment themſelves before Bo. 
the times, and therefore run into what VI 
they call merry(that is wicked and vain)? " 
Company, and there drink down Sor-; 1 
row, as not being willing to be over- 
much diſquieted with this Melancholy ut 
and ſo by quenching of thoſe good 
Motions loſe their Souls. 2 
Let us therefore in the next place, belt ? 
all of us admoniſhed to take head how 
we ſuffer that bleſſed Heat to ſlack and<*: 
grow cold, which by God's Grace be- er 
gins to be kindled in our Hearts: Suf. Moi 


me ap- þ. 3 . 
them. Boſoms, to die within us, but blow it up, 


haſten- 
ons, to 


ly call 
indeed 


ply Spi- 
e ſome 
them, 
f a Ser- 


griev'd 
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ay on more Fewel, and daily more and 
more Matter to it, and let us tremble to 
loſe the leaſt Meaſure of God's gracious 


Gifts, To that end let us be frequent 
in Spiritual Exerciſes, as in Hearing 
Reading, Meditation, Chriftian Con- 
ferences, Prayer, and the like, Let po 
Means be neglected that God hath or- 
dained for the working of our Efta- 
bliſhment. 5 


1t they . | 5 
. boltigh But from theſe Words [1 ill ariſe and 
; before Ce. a Second Doctrine may be gather'd ; 


to what 
id vain)” 
vn Sor- 
be over 


into ouF® 
Boſoms® 


hich is this: Where Spiritual Life and 
2 new Birth is once begun, there will be 
2 Growth and an Increaſe of Grace. 
There will be no ſtanding at a Stay, 


ature? Surely then it is out of queſti- 
that Grace is true Grace, and that 
5 : thou 


28 * The Prodigal Son 
thou art made Partaker of the New 


Birth. But doth it remain ſtill Infant- 7 
like and feeble, without any ſtirring 

or ſhewing of it ſeli; then haft thou 
cauſe to fear it is but a Counterieit, 


and not true Grace indeed: The Wi- 


thering of the Blade, is a threw'd Sign 


of a Stony Ground. 


. 


This may alſo ſerve to reprove ſuch as 
ſtand at a ſtay, and do not go forward, 


but are like the George on Horſeback, | 
ever riding, but are not a Step further: 


Where you leave them this Year, there 
vou may find em the next. This is a 


fearful and moſt uncomfortable Thing. 


In the Third Place, let this admonifn 
every one to grow in Grace. Let us 


forget that which is behind, and preſs | 
for ward to that which is before, Let us 
preſs forward toward the Mark, for the 


Prize of the High Calling of GOD in 


K&hriſt Feſus. Let us not be evermore {| 
as ſmoaking Flax, or as bruiſed Reeds; 
but let the Flame of our Farmth to God 
break forth into a compleat Victory 


over all our Corruption. 
Obferve wenext whom it is that this 


Prodigal addreſſes himſelf to in his Re- 


turn 


4 , 
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turn home: And that is his Father. 


I will ariſe and go to my Father.) From 


which we may learn, that Relief in any 


1 "ſad and deplorable Condition is tobe 
i ſought for from GOD alone. There- 


fore this ſharply reproves thoſe that 
betake themſelves to any other Help 
in time of Trouble or Adverſity ; for 
our Help is in the Lord, for vain is the 
Help of Man: For to appeal to Saints 


or Angels, or uſe any other unlawful 


Means for our Deliverance, is very bad. 
This was King Abaxiab's Sin, ho being 


* fick, ſent Meſſengers, and ſaid unto em, 
1 Go andenquire of Baal-zZebub, e Godef 


Ekron, whether I ſhall recover of this Diſ< 
eaſe? Contrary to the Command of 


God, Regard not them that have familiar 
Spirits, neither [eek after Mixards to be de- 
Filed by them, I am the Lord your Gd. 


Secondly, Let this teach Us, who have 


any regard for the Welfare of our pre- 


cious and immortal Souls, to ſeek co him 
that is mighty, and able to ſave to the 
utmoſt all chat come co GOD by him, 
from the Miſeries of this Life, and the 


Torments of the next; and beware of 


truſting to any other Means that God has 
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' £3: ho Prodigal Son 
appointed: It is lawful to ſeek to the 
Phyſician, and to make uſe of his 


Means, bat to truft to the Phyſician's 
Help more than in God, is very dan- | 


The Prodi- 
gal there doth conſider what he ſhould | 
tay, when he comes into his Father's 


gerous and finful. 
And ſay unto bim Father. | 


Preſence ; for as yet he was not. From 


whoſe Example we ought to learn to 


be very careful how we approach or 
come into God's Preſence, whois Maker 


of Heaven and Earth, without a due 
Preparation, and conſider well what 
to ſay, what to ſeek, and what you 


want before you ſpeak. 3 
Be not reſh (ſays the Wiſe Man) with 


' thy: Mouth, and let not thy Heart be haſty 
o utter any Thing before God. We muſt * 
confer with our Hearts, or commune 
with them, and prepare them fit for 
God's Service, before we preſume to 
come into his Preſence. To this doth the 
Prophet Hoſea ſeem to exhort us, Take to 
you Words, and turn to the Lord, and ſay unto | 
Lim. And ſo our Saviour in his Directi- 
on for Prayer, ſets not down the Petiti- 
ons abrupt, but beginneth with a ſolemn !. 
1 e Preface, 


; 


N 
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Preface, to ſhew before we enter upon 


this great and important Duty, we muſt 
diſpoſe ourſelves, and compoſe our A- 
fections forthe ſame, as the P/a/miſt hath 


| It, P/.108, ver. I. O God my Heart is fixed, 


J will ſing and give Praiſe unto thee with 


| my Glory. And again, Pſal.57. My Heart 
i fixed, 1 will ſing and give praiſe unto thee. 


Andthe Reaſon why we humble our 


ſelves ſo, when we come before the Moſt 


High; for as Solomon ſaith, God is in Hea- 
ven, and if he ſhould ſay, God is full of 


; Majeſty and Wiſdom ; God is both Lord 
and Judge, it is nota Man, or any earth- 


ly Power you have to do with, but that 


| great and glorious God, who hath the | 


Angels to attend him, and a Thouſand 
times Ten Thouſand adminiftringunto 


him, at whoſe Feet all the Kings of the 


Earth caſt down their Crowns and Scep- 


ters: And we are upon the Earth weak 
and unn iſe, and unworthy Creatures, 


leſs than nothing before him, who fills. 


Heaven and Earth; therefore it becomes 
us not to ſpeak unto him, but with the 


greateſt Fear, Reverence and Reſpect 
imaginable. And this ſerves to reprove 


many who ruſh into God's Preſence 


without 


as 
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32 Tbe Prodigal Son ; 


without any Preparations at all, or due | 
Meditation of what they#are to ask or | 
crave at his Hand. Small is the Num- 
ber of ſuch as do pray, but far ſmaller, | 
I doubt, is the Number of them that 
prepare themſelves a-right for Prayer. 
And alſo this ſhould admoniſh us to 
prepare our ſelves before we come to i 
appear before the Lord, to call upon his 
Name, whether in Publick or Private. 
You know good and ftately Buildings 
have, to be ſure, a magnificent Gate or 
Entrance; and Great Perſons have 
ſeemly Ulhers to go before them, who 


by their uncovered Heads command +; 


Reverence and Way. So ſhould holy 
Duties be undertaken, you may ſee, . 
Exod. 19. IO, I I. The Lord ſaid unto Mo- 
ſes, Go unto the People, and ſanGify em to 
Daz and to Morrow ; Let em waſh their 
- Clocths, and be ready againſt the Third Day; tl 
for on the Third Day the Lord will come down 
in the Sight of all the People in Mount Sinai. 
So much for that Point. infii 
Now we are to ſpeak of the Words ; dot: 

| themſelves, which he without doubt did 4 
not ſpeak, without great Conſideration. Dar 
Father, I have ſinned, CC. | In theſe that 
„ 


Return 4 to bis Father's Hes. | 34: 


due Words of bis Acknowledgment we may 
k or ſee more eſpecially what troubled him 
um- moſt, and touched him to the Quick, 
aller, (namely this) that he had ſo groſlyabus d 
that the great Love and Kindneſs of ſo good 
zyer. and ſo tender a Father. It was his Sen- 
us to ſibleneſs of his Ingratitude, made him 
e to inſiſt ſo much upon the Name (of Fa- 
n his tber, ) 7 will go to my Father ; I have fein- 
vate. ned againſt Heaven, and againſt Thee. The 
dings Miſeries he was in, as his want of 
te or Bread, and all the reſt of the Comforts 
have of this Life, doubtleſs to Him was very 
who ſad and grievous ; yet all this was not 
mand iſo great a Trouble to him, or lay ſo 
| holy heavy upon his Spirit, as his Unduti- 
ſee, fulneſs to ſo gracious and good a Father. 
Mo- Let us note this by the way, That 
em to nothing lies ſo heavy upon a true Peni- 
; their tent that is thoroughly convicted, as 
Day; this, That he hath been ſo great an Of 
e down © ander, and Rebel againſt 3, good a GOD, 
Sinai. ſo gracious a Father, that gives, of- his 
Infinite Goodneſs and Bounty, all that he 
Words doth enjoy, or deſire to enjoy. 
bt did | This was that which moſt troubled 
ration. David, and went neareſt to his Heart, 


theſe that he had ſinned «un the LORD, 
Lords 1 | and 


4 
41 


7 
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34 The Prodigal Son . 
and offended his Majeſty, by commit- 
ing of Evil : Againſt thee only bave I ſin- 
ned, and done this Evil in thy fight, 
The Reaſon of this the Apoſtle St. 
Paul giveth, They have not received the | 
Spirit of Bondage agein to fear, but they | 
havereceiv'd the Spirit of Adoption: Which 
Spirit doth make them love the Lord, | 
and fear to offend, and exceedingly ' 
_ grieve when he is offended ; as it is 
with a true Lover towards his Beloyed. 
5 Now for ſome Uſe. F 
Firſt, We may ſee a great Difference 
between the Sorrow of the Godly and 7; 
that of the Wicked; both grieve, both 
mourn; Ahab as well as David; Judas |; 
as well as Peter; yet the Sorrow of the ;; 
one is godly, and bringeth Life; the 
Sorrow of the other worldly, and bring- 4 
VCC 
Therefore for your further I»forma- i 
tion, if you do truly grieve as you ought, + 
it will be thus: Firf, You will grieve 
for all your Sins, Original and Actual; 
of Ignorance and Knowledge ; of Omiſ- 
ſion and Commiſſion, and Secret, and 
Open, for little Sins as well as for for 
great; Whatſoever is Sin you will 
| mourn 


7 Eeturn d to his Father's Houſe. 35 
„ ® mourn for, becauſe God's Law is bro- 
nit= if ken by it, and his Majeſty offended. 
Second, If you grieve becauſe God 
is offended, then will you grieve alſo 


St. for the Sins of others as well as for your 

the | own, becauſe God is diſhonour'd by 

they the one as well as by the other. 

nich Thirdly, If your Sorrow for Sin be a 

Ord, true Sorrow, it will be a Sorrow pro- 
gly portionable to your Sin, as we may ſee | 


in Manaſſeh's, bis Sin was great, and ſo 
* |} was his Contrition, 2 Chron. 33. 12. 
And hben he was in Affiction he be- 


ence ' ſought the Lord his God, and humbled 
and bimſelf greatly before the God of his Fa- 
both tber, and prayed unto bim, and he was 
ſudas | intreated of him, and heard his Supplica- 
f the tions, and brought bim again to Jeruſa- 
the lem into his Kingdom: Then Manaſſeh 
ring | knew that the Lord he was God. So in 


Peter, his Sorrow was great for deny- 


ma- ing bis Maſter, Marth. 26. 75. And Pe- 


ight, ter remembred the Words of Jeſus, which 
rieve ſaid unto him, before the Cock crow, thou 


tual ; * ſhalt deny me thrice : And he went out and 
Imiſ= \ wept Witerly, . 1 
and Fourthly, If your Sorrow be godly 
for for in, as it is an offence to God, you 
will 5 will 


Ourn 


. The Prodigal Son 
will deſire them to be rid of Sin more 


than any other Trouble whatever; yea, 


as heartily deſirous never to commit it, 
as you would- be deſirous that God 
ſhould never impute it. 


Furthermore, this may ſerve to re- 
prove thoſe ho reſt in a counterfeit and 
unſoundRepe ntance, who do not return 


to the Lord with all their Hearts. For 


doth a true Penitene grieve more for 
_ God's Cauſe than his own? ls he more 


grieved for the offence again G than 
for any manner of Reſp ct to higiſelf? 
Then ſurely uch muß be far from true 
" Repenrance, whs, wore ic not for Fear, 
cr Shame, wou d vc content co live in 
Sin and rake Pleaſure in it all their Days. 
But to proceed, | 4nd bef re the] that 
is in thy Sight, as afcerward, v. 21, This 
did add m ch to this Prodigal's Sorrow, 
and did much aggrewvate his Fau t. Two 
things are here obſervable : Fi; ſt, Fhat 


_ God's Eye is on all Men's Actions. The 


ſecond is, The forgetting of God's All- 
| ſeeing, when we are committing of Evil, 


doth aggravatethe Sin, and increaſe the 


| ſame. Firſt, God is every where preſent, 
he can be thut out of no Place, as 
DE e Man 
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Man can, or the Sun may; becauſe of 
his Immenſity : Do not I fill Heaven and 
Earth? ſaith the Lord: Am I G O Dat 
hand, and not afaroff * Thetefore it can- 
not otherwiſe be, he muſt needs behold 
all our Actions, as you may fee in the 
139th P/alm, and 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, lzth 

Verſes, Whither ſpall Igo from thy Spirit, or 
hither ſhall ] flee from thy Preſence ? If I 


aſcend up to Heaven, thou art there? If I 


make my Bed in Hell, behold thou art there; 


If Itake the Wings of the Morning, and dwell _ 
in the uttermoſt Parts of the Sea, even there 


ſhall thy Hand lead me, and thy right Hand 


ſhall hold me; if I ſay ſurelj he Darkneſs 
hall cover me, even the Night ſhall be light 


about me; yea, the Darkne(s hideth not fr 
thee, but the Night ſhineth as the Dy, the 


Darkneſs and Light are both alike to the. 


Secondly, Itis He that made ch- Eye, 


and ſhall be not ſee ? And he that made 

the Ear, and ſhall he not hear? He gi 
vethKnowledge, and ſhall he not know? 
Can any thing be hid from him from 


whom they have their Being? The Work 


is known unto the Worker, the Art 
unto the Artificer, 


the Pot unto the 
Potter, and ſhall not the Creature be 


„ 


. know by his Creator * 2 It 


* 
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the Prophet ſpeaks; ſhall not he cor- 


hall be judged by him according to his 
Mordes. 


derſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Might, 


ſhall not judge after the ſight of bis Eye. 
2 Theſe "ied Lean, 12 1160 Now 
JJJJͤͥͤͥ·'-s;ßß; nth” 
Uſe the Firſt. This may ſerve for Ter- 
ror to all thoſe that boldly go on and 
live in Sin, chat have not God in all 
_ their Thoughts, that deſire not the Knows 
ledge of his Ways. And if the Righteous 


and the Ungodly apprar? They muſt call 
to the Rocks and Mountains to fall upon 
them, to hide them from the dread- 
ful Preſence of the Lord, and from the 


Now altho' he ſhall not want 
Witneſſes 1n that great and terrible Day, | 
pet it is firting be ſhou!d have Knowledge | 
Fall Men's Actions, ſeeing he will not the < 
reprove after the Hearing of his Ears, Ila. | 


I. 2, 3. 4d the Spirit of the Lord ſpall feeth 


reſt upon bim, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Un- 7 
De . 
- the Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear of a to ſco 
the Lord; and (hall make him of quick Un- 
derſtanding in the Fear of the Lord, and he . Pr 
Heat 
about 
Beho 
Villa 
very. 


It is he that chaſtiſeth the Nations, as Glor 


4 to h. 


rect? He is our Judge, and every one 


Terro 
the I 
NIZA! 
think 
Den: 


zill ye 


20n. 


T. 


U/ 


7 God' 


| ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the Wicked 4 hint 


Eno 


ering 


nite 
10 mz; 


Glory? 


Ter- 
and 
all 


209 


teous 
jcłked 
| call | 


pon 
ead- 
1 the 
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Villany, and looketh 
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the Lord to ſee, know, and take Cog- 


nizance of all their wicked Doings. Oh! 
think of theſe Things, you that /urk in 
Dens to do Miſchief, you Enemies of 
the Church, hoſe ſleep departs from you, 
till you have cauſed ſome to fall. The Lord 

feeth your Plots and cunning Devices 
. 3} againſt his Church and People: But 


be that ſitteth in the Heaven ſhall laugh you 
to ſcorn, the Lord ſhall bave you in Deri* 
: Take notice of this you Whoremon- 
gers and Adulterers, who ſay in your 


| Hearts, Who ſeeth us? We are compaſſed 


about with Darkneſs, we need not fear. 
{Behold the Lord thy Judge ſeeth thy 
thee in the Face in the 

6 
Uſe Second. This ſerveth to ſet forth 
God's wonderful Patience and Long-ſuf- 
ering : Is all Sin in his Eye? Can no- 
thing be done upon Earth but he ſees or 
Enous it? Then let us magnify God's in- 
nite Mercy and Forbearance, who ſecing 
lo many and outragious Sins daily com- 
SE mitced 


| ; > 
Glory of his Majeſty, when he comes 
to ſhake terribly the Earth. What greater 
Terror can it be to the Wicked, than for 


9 , The Prodigal Son | 
mitted againſt his Honour and Glory, 
and yet for all that, ſpares us? Some 
ſwearing, ſome cheating, ſome lying, 
ſome whoringyſome thieving, and what 

not, and his Eye upon'em all the time? 

f All our Impurities and Impieties he plainly 

f doth behold, yet he forbears, and deth 

* not ſtiike; deſigning by this his graci- 

cocius Favour, to move us to Repentance. 
Uſe the Third, This may ſerve to tir 
us up, and encourage us in Well: doing, 41 
for he is a good Rewarder of em that 
diligently ſeek him. What lazy Ser- 
vant will not do his beſt, and put forth 
his Strength to the utmoſt, when his 
Maſter's Eye is upon him? So, who is 

he, that being fully perſuaded that the 
Lord fees all his Doings, would not put 
forth the beſt of his St/ength to the Work 
of the Lord, and ſerve = with all his 1: 
Heart, and all his Mind, with all his} 
Soul, and with all his Strength ; know- 
ing alſo the great Rewards that are pro- 
Taiſed thoſe, whoſe Eye hath not ſeen, nor d 50 
Ear heard, neither can it enter into the Vant 
Heart of Man, to conceive what God has {hap 
prepared for all thoſe that love him, and beca 
bong for his Appearing ? | 1 
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ory, ] Another Doctrine to be learned from 
ome hence, is this: That the forgetting of 
ing, [God's All ſceing Eye, when committing 
hat of Evil, doth aggravate the Sin, and in- 
ime? creaſe the Shame : And the Reaſons are 
xinly | theſe: Frſt, We Sin againſt thoſe Means 
deth || that ought to keep us from Sin, and this 
raci-| doth aggravate the Sin exceedingly, 
ince. and make Sin cut of Meaſure ſinful. 
o {tix | Secondly, We rob God of his Honour, 
loing, and give not that unto him which is 
that his Right; we would pluck out his 
Ser- Eyes, that he ſhould not ſee, or at leaſt 
forth as bad, think him to be blind; to think 
is God ſeeth us not, is a kind of Atheiſm, 
is for in a manner we deny him to be 
God. 9555 To N 
And am no more worthy to be called thy 
Son. In which Words you may plainly 
all his ſee, what a good Reſciution he had 
11 his made to humble himſelf, when he came 
now- Ito bis Father ; ſays he, Tamnot worthy 
e pro- to be thy Son, nay, not of the Name of 
„, nor a Son; make me as ene of thy hir a Ser- 
to the wants, and I ſhall think my ſelf moſt 
4 bar bappy. O rare and excellent Humility ! 
„ and becauſe greatly neceſſary, becauſe God 
iis good to ſuch, and only ſuch as are 


bs def 


[he Prodiga den 


_ culy humble before him, but as for 


ſelves 


N F 
be 


the Proud, he beholds them wich a an ſel 
Eye of Scorn afar off. En 
But come to the Point, and this! it is, of 
Where there is a true, hearty, and fin- 8 Pr 
cere Repentance, as may never be re- 7 
pented of; there is a Sigbs and Senſe of not 
a2 Man's own Unworthineſs: And it fro 
ſtands with good Reaſon, for the Affecti- the 
on muſt needs follow the Temperature Ve 
of the Mind; ſo that as the Conceit of g 1s k 
Holineſs and Happineſs doth puff a Man <Q! 
up with Spiritual Pride; ſo a true Sight | Th 
and Senſe of his ſinful State and Condi- V1 
tion, muſt needs caſt him down with { leſt 
Shame and Sorrow. 4 wh 
Let us then examine our Repentance fax 
by our Humility. Haff thou truly repent- A 
ed? Then thou art truly humbled with Gr: 
a Sight and Senſe of thy Sins and Tranſ- ofte 
greſſions. And it is ſadly to be lamen- mo 
ted and feared, that there is but little | 
true Repentance amengſt the Sons oth if 
Men, ſince there is ſo little Humilia- ſaic 
tion for Sin. def 
This may ſerve to reprove thoſe hath No 
have not this low and mean Eſteem of er 
themſelves, but think better of them-! ON 
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an ſelves then they ought: Let all ſuch 
kn that they have receiv'd the Grace 
t is. of God in vain; And bebild, ſays the 
Ra Prophet, his Soul that is lifted up is not 
re- wpright within him. All thoſe that are 
of not cloathed with Humility, are far 
it from Uprightneſs ; the higher the Sun, 
the ſhorter the Shadow ; the emptieſt 
* Veſſel ever ſounds loudeſt ; Wood that 
is burning makes the greateſt Smoak, 
commonly gives the imalleſt Heat, 
> Thoſe Boughs which are moſt laden 
„ with Fruit, and thoſe Ears that are ſul- 
: leſt of Corn, do ever bend downwards; 
4 4 when the barren Boughand empty Ear 
ance ſtand upright. So thoſe that make not 
-vent= A right and good Ule of that meaſure of 
pe Grace that God has given them, are 
- oftentimes ſpiritually proud, and boaft 
- moſt of their Goodneſs. 
But ſays the poor Prodigal, Make me 
43 one of thy hired Servants ; as if he had 
* ſaid, 1 will not preſume, I dare not 
dieeſire to be as before I was: A Son! 
No, Jam unwerthy of ſo great a Fa- 
vour: Yet, I beſeech thee, grant me 
hem. this Favour, that I may be as one of thy 
cio, Hired Servants; let me be any thing, ſo 


= 2 
2 
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I may have but Room and Place in thy 
Houle, if it be but as the meaneſt Ser- 
apt Here we may ſee how the Caſe 
is altered: When he was in the Houſe 
before, he was a Son, then nothing was 


too good for him; but ſince he has been 


in a far Country, and wanted thoſe 
good Things his Father's Servants did 


enjoy, his Heart and his Deſires are 


changed; now let him but be one of 
the loweſt of his Servants, and he will 
think himſelf very happy. 

From hence we may learn, That 
God's Bleſſings are better known, and 
more eſteemed by the wanting of them 


than by enjoying of them; the Worth 


and Excellency of God's good Ble ſſings 
are not known unto us till we are with- 
out them. Thus Viſion was precious 
in the Days of Eli; and the Prophet 


Iſaiah alt the People of 7/rael, That 


_ the Bleſſings of the LO R D ſhculd be excel- 
lent and pleaſant to them, after they had 
been pinched with the want of them in their 
Captivity ; Tea the Bud ſhall then be beau- 
trful, c. 

The Uſe of this (in a word) is to 
teach us to o eſteem more the Bleflings 


we 
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r. | we receive from God, and beware of 
ſe | undervaluing them, leſt we give tbe 


ſe Lord occaſian to cerrive us of them. 
2s {| Theſe common Bleflings of the ſhinin 
en | ofthe Sun, breathing in the Air, Meat, 
ſe | Drink, Apparel, Preſervation in our go- 
id | ings out and comipgs in, the uſe of our 
are | Senſe, Health of Body, and the like, let 
"of | them be more eſteem'd by us, and let 
„inn us always have thankful Hearts for em. 
Alas! how miſerable ſhouldwe be with- 
hat out tbeſe Comforts! The Lord is obli- 
and ged ſometimes, (fo great is his Mercy 


em and our Corruption) for our Good to 
ch © with-hold ſome of theſe Comforts from 
ngs us, that we might know the Uſefulneſs 
ich- and Excellency of them by the Want of 
cons them; as Hunger is good Sauce, and 


"_ gives a good Flavour and Reliſh ro 


z the Honey-comb. When we want 


1 r Health, Strength, Senſe Or Sleep for ſome 


bean- time, O how precious and good are they 

to us, when God out of his infinite 

00 | Merey i is pleaſed to reſtore them to us 

= again! O how joyful of them and 
we \thankful kor them are we. 


4 courſe Meats and homely Fair, when 
as the fuli Soul loaths the Honey and 
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And he aroſe and came to tis Father, & c. 
This Prodigal puts in practice what he | 
juſt before had reſolved to do: Where- | 
in we have the two Parts of Repentance; | 
_ Firſt, his Averſion from Sin, He areſe. 
Secondly, his Converſion to God, And 
came to his Father. His ariſing 1s nothing 
_ elſe but his leaving of Sin; and his com- 


ing to his Father, his turning to the 


Lord. From whence we may note, 
where there is true Repentance, there 1 
is a riſing from Sin, there is a leaving 

and forſaking all former evil Ways, and 
wicked Courſes : This is plainly ſeen in 
many Inftances in Scripture ; as in 
St. Paul, St. Peter Zaccheus, and many 
others, Who left their evil Ways, to 
5 cleave only to that which was good. 


Firſt, Hereby we may know whether [ 


eur Repentance be real, of no: Hath 
it wrought a thorough "Change i in the. 
Affections, Words and Actions? Are 

all old things done away, and new come 
in the Place thereof? Is there a for- 
_ faking of Sin, a thorough Reformation 
of Life? If it be thus, then it is well 

with thee ; for thus it is with every 
true Penitent. . 


andy 


Return d to 
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Secondly, This may ſerve for Terror 
to ſuch as find not this Change in them- 


| ſelves for where this is wanting, there 


can be no true Repentance, but you 
are the ſame as ever you were; it can- 
not be ſ:id of you as St. Paul ſaid of the 
Corinthians, Such were ſome of you : but ye 
are waſhed, but ye are ſanfified, &. but 
ſuch are you, and fo continue unchang- 


Hoy, Adulterers, Drunkards, Covetous 


ys were, and are fo ſtill; you are as 


| | profane as proud, as worldly, as ir- 


| religious as wet. if not worſe than 
ever. 


Thirdly, This may ſerve far Comfort 
to all ſuch as do find "this bleſſed Change 


wrought in them. They are turned from 


Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
Satan unto God: Who can ſay as that 


| blind Man that had his Sight reſtored ? 


One thing I know, that whereas] was bind, 


 T now ſee ; Whereas I was unclean and 


filthy, I am now waſhed and purified : 
O happy Eſtate, and bleſſed Condition 
that thou art in! Only let me admoniſh 


thee to manifeſt thy Change alſo to the 


World; that they ſeeing thy good 
Works, may glority thy Heavenly Fa- 
G3: ther, 


_— — * 
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be Prodigal Sen 
ther, that has wrought this Change in 
thee. St. Ambroſe reports of a young 
Mao, who had lived in the Practice of 
gratifying his Luſts, and had committed 
many heinous Sins; but afterwards was 
converted in his Travels; and return- 


ing home, he met with one cf his old a 
Acquaintance, with whom he had been | I. 
very oftenover familiar: He paſſed by, ar 
and made as if he did not fee her. Se gf 
wondring that he ſo {lighted her, went | ;+ 
to him, and faid, How now ! What, have | E 
you forgotten me? It is I. I know it, * 
ſald he, but I am not I; I am rot the Man . 
as, therefore I bade nething to ſay to you q 
or do with jon. So it becomes all true 4 
Converts, to ſhew forth in their Life 
and Convetſation that Change, which 
it has pleaſed God to work in them: "4 
that thoſe who were Witneſſes of their 
Sin- may be alſo Witneſſes cf Repen- '! 


(ance. EY 
Ho then are they to be condemn'd, | 
who, cho' they own that theremaſt be 
{ach a Change and Turning, yet turn 
from bad to worſe, from one Sin to a- 
nother? For inſtance, many turn from 
Profuſeneſs and Prodigality to Cove- 
5 | touſneſs 
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touſneſs, from ſwearing to cheating and 
cozening, from Atheiſm and Frofane- 


neſs to Superſtition ; What Hope can 
thefe have, who are fo far from true 


Repentance ? This highly concerns 
thoſe who were (at leaſt ſeem'd) once 
Zealous in carrying on the Hork of rhe 


Lord, to the Edification of others, but 


are now become Backſliders and Apo- 
ſtates. Let them attentively hearken to 
the Admoni:ion given to the Church at 
Epheſus, Rev. 2. 5. Remember ther. fore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do 
the firſt Werks, or elſe I will come unto thee 


quickly, and will remove thy Candleſtick 


cut of his place, except thou repent. 
Let this alſo warn us all, that our 


Turning be a true Furning; and as 


with this Prodigal we have gone by Sin 
from our Fathei's Houſe fo let us ariſe, 
and with him ſet our Faces Heaven- 
ward. This Prodigal after ke had once 
made a Reſolution, ſtands not debating, 


butforthwith he aroſe and went his way. 


When he had receiv'd the Call of God 
in his Conſcience, he does not conſolt 
Fleſh and Blood, but obevs immediately 
the heavenly Voice, By this we may 

: e 
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ſee that the Work of Repentance muſt 
be ſer about without Delay; we muſt |} 
ſet about it in good earneſt, as ſoon as 
ever God touches our Hearts with a 
Coal from his Altar. God ever requires : 
the Firſt Fruits, he muſt be ſerved above 
and before all. Then let this reprove 
the great Folly and Madneſs of thoſe | 
that defer their Repentahce from Day 
to Day. They are often called to re- 
turn and repent, and they have many | 
Opportunities put into their hands, if 
they had but an heart to embrace them: 
= alas! inſtead of this they often ſay, | 
I have time enough to repent : Why 
tell you me of Repentance as yet ? Is 
not God merciſul ? Did not he ſhew 
| Mercy to the Thief on the Croſs at the 
laſt Hour? Do not we read of ſome 
1 that were called at the Eleventh Hour, 
Who were rewarded with the ſame Pen- 


pl 

ny with thoſe that were hired at the 
Third Hour, and had born the Heat | 
' and Burthen of the Day : And with ! 
' ſuch kind of PPD ay they ſtreng- 
then themſelves againſt all the Calls and 
i Monitions they meet with from God, 
| either in his Word or Providence. But 


- 
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it would much better become them, to 
reflect upon the uncertainty of Life, 
and the ſhortneſs of it at beſt : That 
tho' God had been gracioully pleas'd to 
promiſe Pardon to Returning Sinners, 
yet he will have no Mercy on preſume | 
ing Sinners: That the Inſtance of the 
Thief on the Croſs, is but a ſingle Ex- 
ample, given (probable) only to keep 
Men from Deſpair, and ſo ought not 
to be drawn into Precedent : And that 
the Parable of thoſe that were hired at 
the ſixth and ninth, andeleventh Hours, 
ſignifies o more than that thoſe who 
never before heard the Call of the Goſ- 
/ pel hall be accepted even in very old 
| Age, toward the latter End of their 

Life, if then they take upon them the 
Profeflion of Chriſtianicy, and con- 
form their Practice to the Rules there. 
of. So that there is no Reafon why 
they ſhould any longer put off theirRe- 
pentance and turning to Gd. 

Hut when he was yet a great way off, be 
ſaw him.) Altho' this is put here in the 
laſt place, it is ſuppos'd by moſt of our 
Expoſitors, that it was the firſt Mover, 
it and refers to the beginning of his Con- 

| JJV 


+ Toe Prodigal Son 
vs:1190. It was this gracious Look when 
fie was yet afar off; that brought this 
Prodigal home to his Father, He look'd 
Upon bim with an Eye of Pity and 
ee nn a and infuſed into him ([2- 
cretly his Eiticacious Grace, and pierc'd 
bis Heart with the B2ams of his Spirit, 
which ſo prevail'd with him, that it 
brought him to Repentance : Thus i it 
was with St. Petcr, who after he had 
ſinned by thrice denying his Lord, re- 
mained obdurate and impenitent, till 
by a Look, cur Saviour penetrated his 
Heart, and awaken'd him ou: of that 


and ep. bitterly, 


of Sinner is an Effect of the Free Grace 


Lordtinfelt ſays, No Man can come un- 
to me (xctpt the Father draw him. Many 
eminent Examples might be brought 
to confirm this, both ofthe Unregenerate 


erate in their Falls after Converftos. 
What Diſpoſition was in St. P:ul to 


laither his we Was he not 
breathing 


Lethargick Fit; and then be went ut 
DY this it appears, that the Conwerſim | 


of God. By Grace ye are ſaved, was the 
Language of the Holy Spirit; and our 


before their Converfi in, and the Rege- 
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; Godalone ; let it humble us, and make 
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breathing out Tireatnings and Slaugh- 


ters againſt the People of God, and the 
Diſciples of Feſus Chriſt? Had he not 
procured a Commiſſion from the High 


| Pri-f.,cobind and impriſon all that were 


of thatWay ? Yet God beheld him afar 


off; as alſ{ he did Matthew at the Re- 


ceipt of Cuſtom, Zaccheus the Uſuter, 
Mary the Sinner, and Us Gentiles,whon we 
were, as St. Paul ſays, without Hope, with- 
out God in the World, Strangers to the Co- 
vcnant of Promiſe, and Aliens to the Com- 
monwealth of Iſrael. So that a Sinner may 
be aptly likened to an Eccho, he cannot 
ſpeak firſt ro God, but muſt anſwer to 
a Voice from God. And it cannot be 
otherwiſe, becauſe we are dead in Treſ- 


paſſes and Sins, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks : 


So the Father of this Prodigal ſays, For 
this my Son was dead and is alive again. 
Whilſt we are Unregenerate, we have no 
ſpiritual Life, and can no more work our 
own Converſion than Lazarus could a- 
riſe and come forth before Chrift cal'd 
him. This then may ſerve to check our 
Pride, and teach us not ro aſcribe that 
to our ſelves, which is the Work of 


us 


54 = | 
us to have mean Thoughts of ourſelves. * 
There is a ſtrict Truth in thoſe Words 
cf our Saviour, Without me ye can do no- 


made us? Not from any foreſeen good, 


— 
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thing, that is good and acceptable in 


the Sight of God: And if any one does 


any good thing, he may ſay as the A- 
poſtle, Net not I, but the Grace if God that 
dwelleth in me. And if we have any 


good thing, it is nothing but what we 


have received from our gracious God, 


whether it appertaineth to this Life, or 
that which is to come. 


Therefore let this oblige all of us, 
eſpecially thoſe wio have any Signs 


and Tokens of their Converſion to the 


Lord, to give unto him the Praiſe and 


Glory that is due to him for the ſame ; 
Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy 
Name be the Glory; it is becauſe of thy ne- 


ver failing Compaſſions, that we are not con- 


ſumed. It is of his infinite Mercy, not of 
our Deſerts, that we are at this time 
living Monuments of his Patience and 
Forbearance. If we have repented and 


turned to God, what is the difference 


between us andReprobates ? Or at leaſt, 


who made us to differ, but He that 


he 
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And ran.] Be 
of this Father to receive his penitent 
Child! The one cannot be more wil- 
ling to return, than the other is to re- 
ceive. So quick-ſighted is Love, that 
he ſaw him a great way off; and ſee- 


— 
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he did not find any good thing in vs, 


but gave it us of his Free Grace and 
Bounty. How then ſhould we he raj e 
up in Love to God on the conlideraticn 


of hisLove to us. Let us therefore take 


to ouiſelves Words and ſay, Let the pee- 


ple praiſe thee, O Ged yea, let all the people 


praiſe thee : for thou a'one art worthy of it, 
benceforth and for pre „ 
hold here the readineſs 


ing him, he did not ſtay till he came to 
him, but his Love adds Wings to his 


Feet, and Celerity to his Age, ſo that 


wk eee, 28 


he ran to meet him. Hence we may 
learn, that God is always ready to re- 
ceive returning and repenting Sinners, | 


and ſhew Mercy to them; for his Mer- 
cy is over all his Works, and he is ever 
ready to forgive, as he is a God graci- 


ous and merciful, ſlow to Anger, and 
of great Kindneſs, and repenteth him- 


ſelf of the Evil hg had threatned, 


For 


| 
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For Man is God's Workmanſhip, and 


his Delight is with the Sons of Men; 


therefore he is moſt ready and willing 


to receive all that forſake their Sins and 


ſeek him, and implore his Mercy ; fo 


that this may ſerve to encourage thoſe 
who are even at the point of Deſpair ; 

for in him is infinite Mercy and plen- 
tecus Redemption. 


And is itſo? Have we fo gracious 
and merciful a God to deal with, who 
is always ready to forgive every true 
Penitent? Then let none lay the Fault 


at God's Door if they periſh in their 
Sins; for God is ready and deſirous to 


forgive, as we may ſee by his Language 


in 1{aiah 1. 16, 17, 18. where he reaſons 
the caſe with his People. Haſhye, make 
you clean, put away the evil of your Doings 


'Þ om before mine Eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn 


to do eli, ſer fudgment, relieue the Oppreſ- 


ſed, Fudge the Faiberleſs, plead for the Wis 


» 


dow. Come now and let us rec/on tegetber, 
| ſaith the LORD : Tacugy your Sins be as 
Scarlet, they ſhall be A bite as Snow ; th 

| they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as i vol. 
God does often call upon us to turn 


from our evil Ways, that ſo Iniquity 
mig 


„ Noe: kl 
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might not be our Ruin, but that we 


might be eternally bleſt with the Pre- 
ſence and Fruition of the Father, Son, 


and Holy Ghoſt. 


Further, Szeing GOD is ſo ready to 
ſhew Mercy to every one that ſeeks it, 
let this be as a Spur or Goad in our 


ſides ro entreat him to forgive us our 


Sin: And certainly he will not be want 
ing to us, if we are not ſo to our ſelves. 
Let us alſo learn to be herein like our 
Heavenly Father, in be ing as ready to 
for give Others as he is to forgive Us: 


It may be ſomebody bas wrong'd us, 


or done us ſom? great Injuries; yet we 


| muſt ſorgive them, and that heartily 


_—_ : 


too. Why then is there ſo much ſuing 

for Pardon and Reconciliation, before 
it can be obtained? We ſhould remem- 
ber that we pray to Gd to forgive os 


our Treſpaſſes, as (or on condition, or in 


the ſame manner as) we forgive thera 
that treſpaſs againſt us. 
Moreover,we find here the Son com- 


ing to ſub mit himſelf to his Father, and 


the Father running to receive and forpixe 


his Son; which reaches us, that God 


is more ready to ſhew Mercy, than pe- 
a nitent 
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tent Sinners are to ſue for it: The one name 
come ſefiiy, the other ſwiftl. _ (and 
Here take notice of God's wonderful mon 
Love: who tho' he is the Party that is 7% 
offended ; yet is more ready to forgive 07 ! 
than the Oflender to ſeek and beg \ Jud. 
Pardon | 8 in 
And he fell en his Neck and Ziſſed him.) he d 
Here is a joyſul Meeting between ſo tra) 
good a Father and his Returning Son. Can. 
Mercy and Truth are met together and LO 
kiſs each other: Truth in the Prodigal, Wit 


for he diſſembled not; and Mercy in LA 
the Father, for he fell on his Neck and ſes 
kiſſed him. N 


By theſe Circumſtances the Heat PC 


and Fire of his Affection is declar d. G 
and his entire Love to his Son is expreſ= 1 G 


ſed. A Kiſs hath ever been eſteemed as u 


a Pawnor a pledge of Kindneſs from f Þ 
him that kiſſeth, to him that is kiſſed. b 


By this Token the primitive Chriſtians t 


_ uſed to expreſs their Love to one ano. | f 
ther: Even till the time of Juſtin Mar- 
iy r, it was in uſe before they approach- 


ed the Table of the Lord, thereby 


teſtifying their heartyLove andRecon- 
eiliation one to another; and this (pro- 
bably) 


— 
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bably) was what we read of by the 


The one name of a Holy Kiſs. Beſides this, it was 


(and is to this Day) accounted a Cere- 


nderfu] mony of Civility and Affectien: Thus 


that is Jeſephwhen he bleſſed his Brethren, fel 


orgive | on their Necks and kiſſed them. Thus alſo 
d beg Fudas the Traitor made ſome ſhew of 

_ + Kindneſs, when he kiſs'd his Maſter, tho 
bim. ] he did it with a nefandous Intent tobe- 


en ſo 
; SON, | 
and 
igal, | 
y in 
and 
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tray him. When the Church in the 
Canticles ſues to her Spouſe, roſhew his 
Love to her, the intreats him to EU ber 
with the kiſſes of his Mouth. Thus the 


Father kiſſed his penitent Son, thereby 


3 


ſealing and confirming bis good wi 
and Love towards him, ſo that he need 


not doubt of it. Anſwerable to this, 

God often does manifeſt his Love to his 

| Children by evident Signs and Tokens, 

upon their Converſion and Turning to 
him. For were it not ſo, how could we 


be affected with it? What is a blind Man 


the better for knowing that the Sun isa 
glorious Creature, while he cannot ſee 


ſo much as one Beam of its Light? So, 
what is a Man benefited by knowing 


that God is infinite in Love, except he 
alſo knows that he is a Perſon beloved 


by 
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by him, and has ſome feeling of it in | 


his Soul. 

If therefore it be true, that God does 
not only love his Children, but many 
times demonſtrates his Love to them 
by Signs and Tokens, then we may 


fee the Falſhood of that Doctrine 


taught by the Church of Rome, That 


none can be certain that they are Ob- 


jects of the Love and Favour of God: 
And tho' ſome may hope well, none 
can have a real Aſſurance. e 
Imhis may alſo ſerve for the great 
Comfort and Eſtabliſhment of thoſe, 

rnat have God's Love manifeſted to them. 
For as greatas the Trouble and Terror 


is wherewita that Man's Cenſcience is 
ſeized, who doubts ofthe Love and Fa- 


your of Almighty God; ſo great and 


much greater, is the Comfort where- 


with that Man is poſſeſſed, who has at- 
tained to a bleſſed Hope, and full Aliu- 
rance of God's Love towards him. For 
then he is fitted for any Service God 
ſhall have for him to doin this World ; 
for he is then capable of ſaying with the 


Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 38, 39. Jam perſuaded d 


ſbit neither Death, nor Life, ner Angeli, 
| nor 
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nor Principalities, nor Powers, nor things 
preſs Ent, nor things to come, nor Height, ner 
Depth, nor any other Creatnre, ſnall be able 
to / eparate us from the Lov? of God, which 
1s in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 

But 1 muſt proceed to the next 


Verſe. 


And the Son ſaid unto him, Father, I 


bave ſinned againſt Heaven, and in thy ſight, 


and am no more worthy to be called thy Son. 


Now we come more particularly to 


the Words which are a Confeſſion of Sin, 


made by the Prodigal to his Father; 
wherein obſetve the Matter and the 
Manner of his Confeſſion. . 
The Matter 41 bave ſinned 

Ihe Manner; againſt Heaven and in 


by ſigbt, and am no mire worthy to be called 


thy Son ; Which is a circumſtantial Ag- 
gravation, and an Humiliation. 


This may teach ns, That God will 
not forgive Us our Sins, till we confeſs 
them. Thus we read in St. John 1. 


38, 9. If we ſay wehave no Sin, we deceive 


ourſelves «= But if we confeſs our Sins, God 


is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, 
and to cleanſe us from all Unrigbteouſneſs 


God has bound himſelf by his Word: 


no 


* 
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ercy. 


By this it appears that all whe deſire 


to have theirSins pardoned, muſt con- 


feſs them, for without Confeſſion there 
is no Remiſſion. And it is highly ne- 


ceſſary that we ſhould leave no Sin un- 


confeſſed, that we would not haveun- 


pardoned: We muſt alſo look to it, that 
our Confeflion bc ſuch as God requires; 
If it be ſuch as that of Pharoab, Saul, 
Judas, &c. it will avail us no more 
than theirs did them: And if we ex- 
pet to have better Succeſs than they 
had, we muſt fee that our Confeſſion 
be better than theirs was, 


We may likewiſe obſerve to whom | 
this Confeflionn is to be made; and that 


is to God. The Reaſons for it may be 


theſe; becauſe whatever Damage is 


dons to Men by our Sins, the greateit 


Diſhonour is to God, in the Breach of 


his Righteous Laws : Becauſe it is God 


only has the Power of forgiving Sins: 


And 


— — — — ——— — EI — —— — —ü—ñä—nt 
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not to ſpare thoſe who do not confeſs 
their Sins, So ſaith Solomon, He that bi- 
deth bis Sins ſhall not proſper : But whoſo | 
confeſſeth and forſaketh them ſhall have 


5 And becauſe Confeſſion of Sin is A ſpe- 
{ cial Part of Divine Worſhip. 


vate Confeſſion. 


| lates it with the moſt aggravating Cir- 


the third Degree: I I have finned: 2. A- 
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Beſides this, a Confeſſion of Sin made 
10 Man is ſometimes neceſlary, either 
on account of the Injury done to a ſin- 
gle Perſon ; and then it mul. be a pri- 
Or when a Perſon is 
charged with Sin by the Church ; and 
then he is to confeſs publickly, that 
ſuch his Confeſſion may take away all 
Offence. But farther, 

Let us now conſider the Manner of 
this Predigal's Confeſſion. He does not 
plead he Vaniry of Youth, and the 
Proneneſs of his Nature to do Evil; 
he does not go about to extenuate his 
Guilt ; but on the other Hand, he re- 


cumſtances, and he exaggerates it to 


gainſt Heaven : And 3. In thy Sight, 
T bus, to break a lawful Command of 
a Magiſtrate, tho thro' Ignorance, is a 
Fault; to do it knowingly and wilfully 
is yet a greater Crime; but to do it ſo, 
and in his Sight and preſence too, ar- 
gacs the utmoft Saen. ' 


If 


— —— 
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nutate their Sin? They can enlarge 
upon the Sins cf others ; they have 
both the Will and Skill to expatiate 

upon the Failings and Inficmities of 
their Enemies, and many times make 


their Faults appear much greater than | 
they really are. But as for their own 


Sins, they do all they can to leſſen 


them, and oftentimes they deny them 


when they are charged with them. 
As Aggravation is a commendable 


Circumttance of Confeſſion, fo allo we 
muſt come before the Almighty with Þ 


Humilicy of Soul. As the Waters al- 


i ways flow to the loweſt Grounds, which 


are well watered thereby; ſo alſo the 
humbleſt Soul is the fitteſt Recipient 
of Grace, and retains it beſt. The like- 
lieft Means to be exalted by God, isto 
come before him in Lowlineſs of Spirit; 
and God has promiſed to lock in Mercy 


on ſuch. The full Veſſel can receive | 


no Liquor, and the proud Soul is not 
capable of receiving Grace. 
j „ Above 


If chen a true Penitent is ſo qualified, 
that he will lay as much as he can to 
his own Charge, what ſhall we think 
or ſay of thoſe that ſtudy how to exte- 


Pride 1s 
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above all other Sins, deſervedly called 


the Devil's Firſt-born ; and as it is his 


Aparticular Sin, ſo it was the firſt Poiſon 
he put into our Natures: And as the 
Servants of Cirif, and the Children of 
God, are known by their Charity and 
Humility; ſo the Szrvants of Sin, and 
the Sons of Satan are diftinguiſhed by 
their Pride and Cruelty. Humility is 
an heavenly Grace, diſpoſing a Perſon 
both inwardly and outwardly, towards 


God and Man, to all Acts of Lowli- 


F neſs, in Thoughts, Words, and Deeds. 
* Humility is an adorning Grace, 1 Per, 
| 5. 5. Be je cloatbed with Humility : The 
| Word *y«<M6w2z3, ſignifies, be ye knotted, 
alluding to the Cuſtom of Women, 
who were wont to deck their Heads and 
adorn their Garments 
FE Knots. Humility is the Keeper and 


with curious 


Preſerver of all Graces, but Pride is che 


Spoiler and Quencher of them. An 
Heart well furniſhed with this Grace, 
makes us like our Lord and Saviour 
! Chriſt ; he was meek and lowly of 
Heart, he waſhed his Diſciples Feet, he 
made himſelf of no Reputation, but 
took on him the Form of a Servant, and 


l 


wy 
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all this for our Sake ; and he it is that | 

has recommended Humility to us ;nay, | — 
has commanded us to take him for our) — 
Pattern, particularly in this Vertue. | 
Let theſe be cogent Arguments to us } 
to uſe our beſt Endeavours for the em- | D 
bracing and practi ſing this Grace, that 

ſo the ſame Mind may be in us, that was 

in Chtriſt. l 
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| Repentancre : 


Fully opening the Nature of it: 


With ſome ſerious Perſuaſives to the 
— ſpeedy ſetting about this Duty. 


AVIN G in the former 
Part dt this Book ſhewn 
from the Parable of the 
Prodigal Son, how ready 
God 1s to pardon returning 
inners, I proceed next to ſhew what 
at Returning or Repenting is, which 


—— 


Diſ. 
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mult qualify them for pardon. The Doctrine p 
of Repentance is the foundation of the Spi. b 
ritual Building, which, if it be not well tl 
laid, we build our Houſe upon the Sands; # +: 

and ſuch an Houſe muſt needs fall. It F $6 
is a great and comprebenſive Duty, tho 25 
it is by ſome thruſt into a narrow com- ti 
paſs. For tho' we frequently ſpeak off N 
Repentance, and pretend to it, and hear th 
it preached of, yet there is great reaſon fe 
to fear it is but little underſtood,” and ye 
leſs practis d; and when Men fo little 14 


* 


+ 


— 


nany 
ſotion. 


efors | 


o let 


vindi 
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, tha 
A Pal 
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this Round while they live, 


concern 


be inwardly pleaſed with our Sins in 
the mean time. This is all the Repen- 
tance many Men have, or aim at; they 
ſin, and they confeſs; but then they ſin 
again, and they confeſs again, and keep 
Many 
Men do that, which but a little before 
they confeſs'd was their Sin, and pre- 


| : ſently they will confeſs it again, and 
yet will go on to commit again the 


fame things. This black Circle of ſin ans 
confeſs, and confeſs and ſin, encompaſſes as 
well Proteſtants as Papiftss We think | 
our Sins wi! do us no more hurt than ur 
Confeſſi does us good; ſo that if at 
ou; laft Gaſp, we can but frame our 
Breath to the Sound of Mercy; and with 
the-Serp-nt, tho our Ways have been 
crooked all our Life, we can become 


ſtrait before we die, we think it is ſuffi- 


cient, and will go well with us. But 
certainly we have very baſe and mean 
Thoughts of God, if we think to 
charm and cheat him thus eaſily, if we 


think to mock himwith ſuch ineffectu- þ 
al Confeſſions as theſe, What Man 


W's” "008 


to do this, nor does it put us to any © 
Pain at all; nay, we can do it, and yet 


- e 


our-Neighbour be pleas'd with us if we 
confeſs we hare done him wrong, when 
he ſees we continue to do ſtill > Oh, 


let us not think, that when we have 


ſerved our Appetires, and gratify'd our 


Senſual Deſires all our Lives, it will be 


ſafficient to ask God Forgiveneſs at lei. 


ſare, with the laſt Drawings of a ſinful 
5 derb! The Devil can well bear we 
ſhould confeſs our Sins, if we forſake 
them not: 


We ſhall not much diſturb 
him, by ſpeaking againſt his Works, if 


we deſtroy them not. Theſe are Words 


of courſe, that neither trouble the De- 
vil, nor yet pleaſe God. The Soldier 


of Chriſt muſt fight, as well as thus bid 
Defiance againſt his Sins. And certainly 
we ſhall at once ſhew more Courage 
as well as more Sincerity, by forſaking 


our Sins, than by {peaking Evil of 


them. 
2. They are as much miſtaken; that 


think all Sorrow that ariſes in their 
_ Minds, occafion'd by Sin, is true Repen- | ! 


rance, and ſorrowing after a godly Surt. 


The whole of Repentance confifts not 


ina melancholy Fit, and hanging "- 
the 


ould: endure ſuch Uſzge As en will 


ö * 
J - 


concerniug Ripent ance, 7% - 

the Head like a Ralruſh, retiring a while 
from Mirth and Lp EE a {our Face, 
and moiſt Eyes; for tho? this Sorrow 55 
a Step to, or a Companic: 2 Cf true Re- 
pentance, Yet alone, it © mes much 
ſhort.of the main Work, Such Men do 
often milllke the Puniſhment, not the 

Fault, and grieve ney, lo much becauſe 
themſclves are Wicked , As becauſe God 
is Juſt: Their Sins bring Afflictions upon 
them; it is the Affliction not the Sin 
that makes them forrowtul,- They 
have a certain Preſage of the Uneaſi- 

neſs of the Fla nes of Tell, their galled 
and 3 aking Confcicnces fly i in ©: beir Faces, 

they feel great Horror in their k ines 
for thoſe Sins which the World krows 
nothing of, and they receive upon ther 


Sduls che ielier Srrikes F H., Ih8 
BE ind:zed will make the ſtouteft Sumer 


end, but does not make him a true Pe- 
vient for te moſt wicked Men may 
repent at this race, and many tines to. 
it. Tous Tudas pete bimſelf, and WAS 
filled with Grief and Sorcow, Muth. 27. 
3. Let who believes that be had true 
Repmntance? Thus Abb repented and 
6.47 vnbled bimſelf. And many times the 


G 3 | Die 
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Diſgrace, the Shame and Miſery, which 
the Sinner, by his Wickedneſs hath 


brought upon himſelf, may make him 


very ſorrowful, when yet he is far from 
being truly penitent. Theſe things may 
humble the Sinner greatly, and this 
Humiliation may keep off from him 
ſome Temporal Fudgment, yet it will not 


ſecure him from an Eternal one. 


3. They are alſo grofly miſtaken, 
that take paſſionate Reſolutions of A- 


mendment for Repentance; that mi- 


— 


ſtake the Purpoſe and Intention for the 


Thing itſelf. This is the Caſe of many 


Men, that ate nevertheleſs Slaves to 
the Devil, and led Captive by him at 


his Will. They are ſurfeited by their 
Sins, laſh'd by their Conſciences, ter- 
rify'd by their Convi ions, or ſome- 
times awaken'd by the Judgments of G:d 
| that fullew them; and then they paſſion- 
ately reſolve to lay by their moſt trou- 
bleſome Sirs, and walk in the more 


pleaſant and delightfulPaths of Peace; they 
are ready to ſay, Let us break their Band. 
uſunder, and caſt their Cords from us. And 
it were inexpreſſible happy for them, 


reall) 


if they had Courage and Cenſtancy enought. 


hich 
2ath 
him 
rom 
may 
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not 
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concerning RepeMAnce: 


really to perform what they ſo well re- 
ſolve. But alas! tho' they call theſe Ppur- 
| poſes by the name of Repentance, they 


quickly return to their Sins, according to 


the true Proverb, The Dog is return d to bis 
own Vomit again, and the Sow that was 
waſhed to her wallowing in the Mire, 2 Pet. 
2. 22. And then their Actions teſtify 


Dif. eſteeming and Mocking of God, if 


riving at true Repentance. 


4. It is alſo a fatal Miſtake, to think 
the outward abſtaining from ſome groſ- 
ſer Acts of Sin, is cruz Repentance, or 

This nearly Þ} 
concerns a great Part of Mankind: Fr 


any certain Sign of it. 


there are many, who tho' they will 


not kill their Brother, yer will hare him; 


they will not commit Alultery, yet will 


/ 


to their. Faces that they did but diſſm- 
ble with God. What ſhall we call a 


this be not ſuch 2 What the Apoſtle ſaid 

of ſome, that they were ever learning, 

and yet never come to the knowledge of the 
Truth, is truly applicable to theſe Men, 
they are ever r-p:nting, and yet never ar- 


allow themſelves to LA. They abſtain | 
from ſome Sin which they have former. | 
ly follow'd, yet pernaps are as faulty in 

e ſome- 
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fomerhing elſe. They commute ſome 


one Sin for ſome other ; which they 
think more ccmmodious ; and ſuch an 
Exchange they judge very excuſable. 
They will avoid the groſſer Enormities 

which the World obſerves moſt, and yet 
be full of more refined, ſpiritual 2nd 
mental Wickedneſs. They will leave 
their youthful Luſts when they grow in 
Years, but then they become Slaves to 
Covetoufnels or Ambition, or elſe are 


__ overgrown With Atheiſm and Unbelief. 
They will part with 


ome Vice which 
they cannot fo well follow, and think 


they have dane well, tho' they keep 


their mi ſt deſiteabie Sins. They ab ſtain 


| ſome time from the Gratific ation f ſome 


ot their Luſts, not out of Diſaffection, 
but Policy. Nay: ſometimes they will 
ſacrifice ſome of their Luis to the Reli- 
gion they own, that others may live. 


They will not only abſtain from, but 
even firive againſt ſome s ins, that they 


may keep others ſafe, And upon theſe 
Terms, Satan himſeif will allow us to 
mortify ſome Sins; nay, will kimſe'f 


caſt the firſt Stone at them, and like a 
rocking Gæmeſter, purpoſely loſe theſe 
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Signs of it; 
Repentance theſe Things alſo are; for 


what it really is, 


concerning Repentance. 75 
petty Stakes, that he may aſterwards 


ſweep the Board. 


Tneſe Things I have named, are not 
worthy the Name of Repentance, nor 
vet are they any certain or infatlible 
tho' where there is true 


Repentance requires tis, and a eat 
deal more than all this. e is a greater 
Work, and makes a greater Change 
than all the fore mention'd Paiciculars 
amount to; it imports no lefs than re- 
linquiſking all our Sins, and turning to 
GOD; Ceaſing to do evil, and learning to 
4 weil. He that truly repents, {.bdue, 
not only his Sin, but bi: Affection to it 
allo. He puts off the Old Man arid puts 
on the New. This is what I come next 
to treat of; and as | have begun nega- 
tively, and thew'd you what Repen- 
tanceis not, I new procecd to difcourſe 
poſitively of Repentance, and ſhew you 
And, 
A is 4 Grace of God, whereby a 
Sinner, after à true Senſe of Sin, and 


i Sorrow 125 Sin, is converted from 
10 5 to God. 
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| This for the general Definition of | 
Repentance; but, more particularly, 


it is 


9 0 e 0 F 3 
I. A Turning from our Sins, Ceaprg 
to do evil, Ja. 1 16. The true Penitent 


muft turn from all his former evil 
Ways, and muſt not only abſtain from 
the Acts of Sin, but he muſt ftrive a- 


gainſt and get the Maſtery over his Af- | 


fection to,and-Deſire of Sin. But that 


this may be better underſtood, let us 


conſider it under the following Heads. 


I. It is turning from our Sins when 


we have Power- to commit them. Of 


many Men it may be ſaid, That their 


Sin rather leaves them,than they it. To 
leave off ſinning, when we can ſin no 


longer, deſerves no Thanks, much leſs 
the Title of true Repentance. It was a 


wiſe Saying of the Son of Syrach, There 


Is that is bindred from ſmning thro Want, 


Eccleſ. 20 21, This ſort of Penitents 


oftner want Strength and Means, or an; 
Opportunity and Temptation, than : 


Will to commit Sin. They continue i 
their Sins as long as they are able to 


followthem, till decrepid Age hath pu 


out the Fire of their Luſt, till by thei 
„ riotou: 
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. concerning Repent ance. 
riotous and extravagant Courſes they 


have ſpent their Eftate, and out- run 
their Credit; ſo that it may be ſaid, 


with more Truth, that they do not forfake 


their Sins, but their Sins forſakesthem ; they 
are the ſame, tho' their Strength and 
Power be not; and it is not theirChozce, 
but the Reſult of a prefling Neceſſity, 


that their preſent Actions are not like 


their former. But let it be conſider'd 


by ſuch Men, That God does not make 
an Eſtimation as Men do; He looks on 
a Man as he is in his Mind and Inclina= |} 


tion. He is a Thief in God's Account 


(ibo he aGually ſteal not) that would not 
fear to ſteal, if he was ſure his Wicked- 

neſs would be hid, or go unpunihed. 
And God looks on him as a Murtherer, 
who would commit that Crime, were 
it not for fear of the Magiſtrate, oer 
that he wanted an Opportunity. But 
on the other Hand, the true Penitent 
chuſes to forſake his Sin, tho' he is not | 
forc'd from it; he does not only abftain 
from his Sins, but he abhors them ; there. 


is in his Heart a fixed Hatred to them; 


his Affection is changed as well as his 
Life. He is none of thoſe who forſake 


| 
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their Sins, as ſick Men do Meat which! the 
they love, they are deny'd it by their ac, 
Phy ſician, as very dangerous for them, Bu 
and therefore they forbear; but vel nu. 
they retain chsir Love to it, and wou'd Re 
gladly have the Reſtraint taken f. But M. 
he that turns from his Sin in his Youth Ch 
and Health, that wants neither Power the 
nor Wealth to follow his Sin, nor an in 


20 


5 v4 eee to uſe his Power, nor yet Sin 


a Temptation to embrace thac Oppor- Wo 
tunity, and yet abſtains from his Sin lan 
from no other Motive but his Love to 54, 
God, and his Fear of offending him, and nd 
Hatred to Sins, this Man gelerves the T7 
Name of a true Penitent; eſpecially, if, I5;/ 

2. He perſeveres in ſo doipg. Many he, 
Men are in little Feuds and Bickerings thet 
againſt their Sins, but they riſe to no ſire, 
height and continue but a little time; Ind 
they are very angry with their Sins by ] 
Fits but their Anger cools by degrees, har 
and they run into the Embraces of their a0 
Sins again, They fall out with theic feu 
Sins, juſt as a fond and fooliſh Lover nch 
quarrels with his Miftreſ:, when yet 2 fon 
Tear, a Sigh, a fair Invitation, or a t 4 
N Smile, will make up the Breach, nd el 

„„ | 


hich? 


their“ 
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| the Man is then as fond and fooliſh, 


ard as much 2 Slave as he was bef re. 


nem, But on the other Hand, tis our Conti- 
t yer nuance in Welt doing that makes our 


zou'dl 
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Repentance compleat. For tho' many 
Men think themicives free from the 


| Chain of Satan, yet they Craw it after 
them, and are calily overcome by Sin 

in fair Circumſtances. When their 
Sins come to them, like the firange 


Woman, Prov. 5. 3. whoſe Lips drop # 
an Hovezcomb, ard her Mauth [mootber 
:ban Oil, and makes an Offer of Prof t 
nd Pleaſure. and ſays, Al this wil. I 
give thee; when tt woes them as Fae! did 
iſera, with 4 Turn in my Lord turn unto, 
ne, fear not Judg. 4. 18. when it courts 
them well array'd, ard in ſumttuous At- 
ire, then theSinwer embraces bis Sin again, 
nd his Love returns to it as before, 
I ſhall here ſet down f. me of thoſe 
any Arguments which Satan uſes to 
aw Men to Sin, and endeavour to 
ew you what Anſwers are proper to 
ben Temptation. This is of the utmait 
onſequence, and deſerves carefully (o 
attended to, as tend ing in fone mea- 
e to preſerve Innocence,and thereby 
— 1 - to 
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to anticigate Repentance, by leaving I; 
no Matter for it. . £m 
In tempting ſome, Satan uſes the FP! 
Pleaſure of the Sin as an Argument, {'<: 
The Temptation comes with a ſmiling? 
Countenance, and a charming Voice: el 
But let Men, when they are aſſaulted Te! 
by this Temptation, readily anſwer e! 
that tho'the Sin is pleaſant, the Wounds the 
of Conſcience, and the Flamesof Hell ſay 
are not ſo, We ſee the true Aſpect o ſure 
Sin in that Lecture, which David hach whe 
left us in P/. 38. 2, &c. Thine Arrows ſtick the 
faſt in me, and thy Hand preſſeth me ſere. Soc 
There is no Scundneſs in my Fleſh, becauſe of Conf 
thine Anger ; neither is there any Reſt in 
my Bones, becauſe of my Sin. For mine Ini 
* quities are gone over my Head as an heavy Way 
Burden ; they are too heavy for me to bear A 
My Wounds ſtink and are corrupt, becauſ = 
of my Feoliſhneſs. I am troubled, I am bow of it 
ed down prestly, I go mourning all the Da 
long. My Loins are filled with a loathſo 
| Diſeaſe, and there is no Soundneſs in n <© 
Fleſh. I am feeble and ſore broken, I ha Con 
roared, becauſe of the Diſquietneſs of [P**.. 
Heart. This is the Character of the dird Bt 
ful Effects of Sin; and he that ſuffes** 
5 himſqacert 
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Himſelf to be drawn to Sin, by a pro- 
the {p<R of Pleaſure, muſt either ſee] theſe 

dre adful Pangs of Conſcience, or, which 
5s unſpeakably worſe, the Flames of 


ving & 


ling Þ 112 
3 Hell. He may otherwiſe anſwer this 


ulted Temptation, by retorting this Argu- 
wer. ment upon the Tempter, conſidering 
nod the Nature of Holineſs, thus, thou 
Hell ſay it, O mine Enemy, that there is Plea- 
eto ſuce in the Commiſſion of this Sin; 
7 hach| Whereas I know there is much more in 
ys fiel the Mcrtification of it. I fear to diſpleaſe 
os [arts God, and diſobey the DiFates cf my 
n Conſcience ; and if I ſhould comply with 
Reſt in this Temptation, I ſhould Joſe the beſt 
Was Evidence of my ſincere walking in the 
„ beav l Mejs of God's Commandments. 
7% beard Again, Satan may tempt to Sin by 
hecauſl an. Argumeut drawn from the Secrecy 
5 of it. Now when a Man is attack'd by 
the Dalthis Temptation, let him reflect upon 
pathſo God 5 Omnipreſence, and that his Eye 
1 in wh continually upon him, that by ſuch 
1 ba Conſiderations he may ſilence the Tem- 

: „ . 
But if Satan in tempting to Sin ar- 
t ſuffeſsue the Profit and Advantage that may 
accrue thereby; you may likewiſe retort 
Pe Er — 
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82 Diſconr le 
this 3 and reflect upon the 


refs of the Maj ſty ef Heaven, by whom 
Sin is forgiven, and to whom it is anÞrs t 


unprefitabie Bargain, which our 55 
our mentions in Afattb. 16. 26. Wh 
w3.1 it preſit a Man if he gain the ww; 
Word, and loſe bis ewn Soul? Or what 
wil. a Min give in Exchange for his Soul? 

S-me:timeihe Devil may endeavour 
to diaw us into Sin, from a conſidera- 
tion of the Smailneſs of the Sin, that it 
is but à Peccadillo. But this may be op- 
poſed by a Con'ideration of the Great- 


Offer ce. oil be ſeaſonable then tohpe 


conſider a!f.*, that the leſs the Sin, thelsth 


leſs the Nate to commit it; and It 


ſo much the greater the Folly of that in, 4 


Man, t at will deſtroy his Peace, woundÞþuld 
his Conſcience, and grieve che 1100 Ji 5 
7i: for a i rifle. # | ing 

At other times, perh4-s, he will in pert 
ſinuate the Mercy of Gd is an Encou-Frſc\ 
ragement to 83. But let ſuch as are I h 


aiſeuiced by this Temptacion conſider, cle 
that if Gd be a God of ſuch exceeding ce. 


Goodneſs, it is an Act of the deepe/iFti.l; 
B. ſedeſs, the hack t Ingratitude, and 


"08 gre ateſt Profe 2 dit ingen 


ON 


concerning Repentance. 83 
ous and depraved Mind, to Sin thus 
1 the preſ.mptuouſly ; for Goodneſs of God 
Sa vi Hould lead us to Ripent ance, N 
1b Laitly, When we are encouraged to 
whz/ein, by the Example of feveral Holy 
hat Men in Scripture, who ſinned, and yet 
Soul Pad their Sins peærdon d; let us remem- 
vourÞer, that none ever ſinned upon ſuch a 
dera-fzround as this, that no Examples can 
hat itÞÞitify the Breach of any of God's Laws, 
\2 op · at theſe Inſtarces were recorded for 
Jreat-NVarning, not for Imitation, 1 Cor. 10.6. 
whomPnd let us call to mind with what Ter- 
t is anſÞrs they were ſe z d for their Sins, let 
en tobe abovementioned Pailage in the 
n, the th P/alz deter us from ic. 
z and IchoughtthactheleFreſervatives from 
of thaths, and A/ wers to Satan Temptations, 
woundpuld no where be more properly pla- 
loly Spi-yd than under this Head; and they 
ing very uſeſul to the perf ting of 
pentance, I have in ſiſted the longer on 
ſeverance in Weil doing, which, 
h as arg] have thewn,is a principal Part, and 
onſfjderyſe cleareſt Evidence of ffacere Repen— 
exceedinghce. Ino] proceed to the Thicd 
2 deepelticle, which is, 
de, and 
ingeni 


will in 
Encou- 
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3. Renew'd Repentance for repeated; 
Sins, and even for Humane Frailties. Thorn 
true Penitent if he falls by the ViolencqQave 
of Temptation into Sin, he riſes againfees 


by a hearty and godly Sorrow, If witifell 


Peter lie denies bis Lord, with Peter hJval 
retires and we: ps bitterly, If he miſs hiflan 
Way, as ſoon as he finds his Error, hÞil1! 
returns again, he renews his Pace, hEer « 
doubles his Diligence, and returns hor2Ul 
ayain to his Father, Nefu 
* Thus have I ſhewn, that the fitſt Pay av 
of Repentance vix. Turning from Sifgſhe | 
confiſts in reftaiaing from it when wÞuild 
have Power to commit it; in petſiſti pood 
conſtantly in it; and in reaew'd Rivhic 
pentance for caſua! Sins, and HumaPleep 
Frailties I paſs now ro the Secofp rave 
Part of Re pentance, which is, PFand 
II. Turning to God: Learning to nd is 
well And this may be properly caigd4Zat 
Converſion. The Degiees of it $oubt 
theſe that follow, ilgis 


I. Adue Sight and S:nſe of the Dich 
ger and Miſery of our preſent Stad h 
This is indeed a Motive to, as weld ro, 
a Part cf it, When the Sinner is, aÞ L,, 
were awaken'd out of a Sleep, and ſeard 
forſarro 


concerning Repentance, S 
prmer Part of his Life ſeems now to 
ave been but as a pleaſant Dream; he 
es himſelf now upon the Biink of 
f witilell, and very near being devour'd and 
ter bÞvallow'd up by thoſe unquenchable 
niſs hiflames. He fees a Fire from Heaven is 
ror, hfalling upon his Sodom, and the Aven- 
oe, 
ns bo 


JRAted 
The 
lence 
again 


2 


dul is. in great Diſtreſs for x City of 
Refugetofly unio. He is as a Man new- 
{| Pay awaken'd out of a deep Sleep, when; 
om Siffhe Houſe is on fire about him, the 
den vÞuilding trembles, and the Neighbour. 
r ſiſtipood cries out, and he ſees that danger, 
Jed Riphich but a little before was by his 
uma bleep hid from his Eyes. He is like a 
Seco Traveller in a Foreign Land, that has 
ander'd fzcur:ly from his right Way, 
ning e-$nd is ſtray'd into Paths of very great 
14 calHlazard and Danger, which make» him 
of ic Joubtful, and at a Stand; bis Heart 
 _ Hiſgives him, and he now conſiders 
the Dich himſelf, whicher this Way will 
ent Stad him, he ſuſpects that it is too broad, 
as wellnd too much beaten to be that which leads 
er is, Þ Life; now he rem:mbers he bath 
p, and eard his Saviour fav, Toar rhe Way is 
? Corfarrow, and the Gate is ſtrait that leads to 
TS. 1 | Life, 


er of Blood is purfuing him, and his 


hat! 
f his 
et fc 


86 A Diſcourſe. 
Life and there be but few that find it 
he remembers that he hath read in the 
Word of Ged, that the Paths he now 
treads in will bring him to Death, that 
without Hol:n ſino one ſhall fee Ged. And 
when he conſiders what will be the 
Conſequence ef his evilz/azs, how un- 
able he is to dwell with the dowournm; 
Fire, to lie down in everlaſting Euin 
ings, and to loſe the Favour of Gcd fur 
ever, whoſe Beuiguity is be tir than Life 
They it is that he takes the firſt Step 
towards returning to bis Forher, He lee: 
that there is | ur a very Kittle Diſtancq 
between him and Deſfynctiin, and that il 
_ God takes away his Liſe, he is undore 
for ever; and that ncthing 1a thi: 
World can coontetvail fo great a Lols 
as that of the F.vour of God, ard O& gil 3 
eternal Weifaie of his immortal Seu 
From a ſerious Senſe of thete ILings f. 
draus ſuch Conſequences as tend te 
make him a trie Convert. The firit 
Step tne Pfælmiſt tock towards turning 
his Het unto God's Teſtimonies, was tha 
he thought in bis Ways. Plalm 119. 59 
And (es ycu have already ſten it wa 
Whey the Pod ge Sin came to bin 4 lf 
tha 


concerning Repentance S 
hat is, when he conſidet'd the Miſtry 
f his preſent Conditiun that he began 0 


d it 

et forward towards bis Farler's Houſe 
n the | x 
no e that we find it is, from a due S abt 

Ind Senle ct the Danger, and Miter 
4B f our pre ent Condi 7 
And prej onaitzon, that cher pro- 
e the eeds, 
an A firm Reſolution of turniug to 
od: I will ariſe ' and go to my Father, 


2 ays the Prodigal Sen. I med: b ſte, Fn 
I layed not to łecp thy Com mandimnis, lays 
1111 loly David, Pfal. 119. Co. Ard this 
hs eſolution the true Penirent does not 
ke up lizhely and rathly, but conſide- 
Lely, and upon mature Deliberation, 
lis is ſuch Repentance, as is not to de 
e den 'Þpzncec of He will art with his moſt 
1 lvcd Sins, and endure great erf 
1 T of ip; he will cut off his Right Hat 
4 d pluck out his Right Eye; yea, be 
1 ill fel all, to obtain this Pearl of the 
ings: eateſt price; ; he is fully reſolved for 
. ;d and Heaven; he is willing to ac- 
po at of FJeſus Chriſt for his Lord and 
is Uiyfter as well as his Prieſt and Saviour. 


lur ite: 
is not only for S tion by Chr; 
Was whe: t for the Sandtiſtcation F Chriſt. i 
19. -Mires to be governed by his Laws, as 
well 


1 it wa 


} bin. : | . 
tha | 


"5 Ke FA Diſcourſe 
well as to be ſaved by his Merits. He 
reſolves to follow his Sue thro! all or 1 
Diſfpcu!ties and Dangers; he will not leave , 
him, tho' others do. He ſays, as Ruth} 9efi 
to Naomi, Ruth 1. 51, 12. Whither tba Mat 
goeſt I will go, and where t bos lodgeſt I wi Lak. 
lodge; thy People ſhall be my People, and th d 
God my God; where thou dieſt I will die, Poor 
and there will I be buried, He that truly 7 
repents, will follow Chriſt whither ſo e 
ever he ſhall lcad him. He fits down he r 


as the wiſe Builder, ard conliders tha Con 
this Undertokirg may coſt him no lef Mere 
than his Reputation and Eaſe, his Friend Sept 
and Eſtate, yea, his Liberty and Lif: 2 


It is greatly to be doubted, that they} ©2 
are but few ſuch Converts ; yet noi With 
but ſuch as are true Cenverts. Man: i Pend 
deed partake of the Bopriſm of Cb. 
and receive of his Body and Blood, thi 
will do nothing for him; they inde! 
cell him their dear Redeemer, and ble 
Saviour; yet will not for his Sake der 
themſelves the Gratification of a fi 
Luſt. They, will follow him for t 
 Loaves, and not to the Croſs ; they 
cleave to Cbriſt, while he feeds they and © 
but when he commands their ER; 


a —— 
: — — 4 


—_ I 


— — 


ance. 
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| or Lives, they, like the ſwiniſh Gada- 


rens, for the loſs of a Herd of Swine, 
deſire him to depart out of eir Coffs, 
Matth. 8.34 or they do as the Ruler in 
Luke 18. 23. who when our Saviour 
told him, he muſt ſeil and give to che 
Poor, He went away ſorrowful, for be was 
very rich, But, on ths other hand, the 
true Convert counts all but Droſs, that 
he may gain Cbriſt; and he is ſo far 
convinc'd of his Miſery, wichout the 
Mercy of God, that he is willing to ac- 
cept of his Mercy upon any Terms. 
Therefore it s that he reſolves to turn 
to God unreſervedl;, deliberately, and 
with ſtedfaſt Rc<joluriom, and humbly de- 
pends upon God for Grace and Strength, 
to enable him to encounter with, and 
overcome Whatever Difficuities he may 
meet with. The !aſt Part of our 
Turning to God, which I ſhall inſift 
on; is. Rae + pan hes 

3. An actual and entire Reſignation 
of a Man's ſelf unto God; which is the 
greateſt Degree, and the Perfection 
and Completion of our Repentance and 
Converſicm, Then have we, truly re- 
pented, and not till then, when we 


93 Diſcourſe a 
give Ged our Heart, which we former- 
Iy fet upon the World and our Sins. 
For the true Penitent has bid an eternal 
Farewel to all his o!d Companions,” and 
is become a new Aan, ard is tranſ- 
planted into a New F:mily ; and when 
he remembers his own evil Courſes, it 
i with Tears-in his Eyes, or true Sor— 


row in bis Hezit Ile has made a ſo- | 
lemn Choice of God for his Portion | 


and Bleſſedneſs. He now eftems God, 
and his infinite Perfidtians and Excel- 
lencies above all the Pomp and Pagean- 
try of the World, He chuſes him in all 


his Perſonal Relaticns. He takes God 4 
for his Farber ; Chrift for his Savicur, | 


his Redeemer and Rightecuſs eſs, ,as the 
only Way to the Father, and Means 
of Life; and the Huy Spirit for his 
Sandifer, _ Counſellor, Advocate, Com- 


orter, Inſtraftor, Guide and Director, 


and as the Pledge and Earneſt of his Ia- 
Beritance. He likewiſe chuſes God in 
all his efential P.:*&ioms; he takes 
him for his Lot and Por. ion, for His 
God, Rev. 21. 3. He takes bim as an 
Adll-ſuff iert God. Gen. 17 I. Ile takes 
him for his Sovereign Lord, this is the 
| * 


. ² . Apo 5,” 


Maſter he will clave to, Matth. 6. 24. 
In a Word, be takes him to be as be is, 
a true and faithful God; he is reſolved 
to truſt in Him, Prov 3. 5. 1 Tim. I. 12. 

He accepts of the Lord Jeſus in all his 
CmAces,ard with all bis Inconveniences. 

He eſigns all bis Powers and Faculties, 
and his whole Intereſt up to God, 2 Cor. 


Þ 8. 5. Kom. 12.1. He chuſes the Laws 
of Chritt for the Rule of his Thoughts, 
| Fords and Actions; he chuſes them All 
| and for All Times, and this he does de- 


liberacely and underftandingly. 
Thus I have ſhewn you, that he that 


truly repents, turns from Sin to God; 
from which we may obſerve a very 
remarkable Change wrought in the 
Penitent, which is, N 


I. A Change upon his Underſtanding. 
We find, Gen. i. 3. that in the Creation, 
the firſt of God's orks was Light; and 


God uſes the ſame Method in the New 
Creature. Before the Light was made, 


Darkneſs was over ths Face of the Deep: 
Juſt fo it is with the Nur Man; he 
is in very great Darin, wal the Eves 
of his M nd are open'd. This is plainly 
intimated by the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 4. 6. 
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find in Luk. 1. 79. To give Light to them 
that fet in D :rkneſs, and in the ſh:dow of | 


Dilceurle 


For God who commanded the Light to ſhine 
out of D ENI, Hut b ſhined in our He arts, 
to give the Lg bt of th: Rnou edge of the 
Glory of God, in tie Faith of Feſus Chriſt. 


and that God forms a New Creature al. 
ter the ſame manner as he made the Old; 7 


And we find in the firſt Chapter of ; 


St. Zobn's Goſpel, wer. 9. that our Savi- 


World ; and the End of his coming we 


our is the True Light 2 ho caine into the | 


Death, and to guide cur Feet into the way 
of Peace. The God of this World no more 


blinds his Mind; and he that was once | 


D rkne[s, is now Light in the Lord. A 


great Light breaks in upon his Uader- 
| ſtanding, the Scales fall from his Eyes, 


and he now ſees, That the Ways of Sin 
are the greateſt Folly, and the Fear of God 


true Wiſdon. He ſees that Hell is no | 
Fable, but the unavoidable Conſequent | 


1 
1 2 
1 
u 
1 
G 

Ss. VE 
H. 
th⸗ 
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he 
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F lien 
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and 
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of a wicked Life. He ſees that hither- Tore 


to he has walked upon the very Brink vv, 


and Borders of Hell; and had it not | 
been for the great Mercy of God, he 


75 


; 


and r 


Orc 


q the E 
Pag cever ſeen it fill ic bad been tos PE 
late. In a Word, he ſees that he had 
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0 Fruit in thoſe thixes 1. hereof he is now 
aſhamed; fer tle od of thoſe things ts 
Death. 


2. There is alſo a rem irb ob! e Ch; „ge 
wWreught upon his Vill. Before this 


Change Wa VWwIiOU 9 d „Be COL d Pray 0 


God, 40 TO r Watter of his Prayers, 


very un d agreeably; but his 
Hea! . i; Gf gi, ght it) che tj. 8 5 1 2 20, 


tha Pr 37eg At l mething elſe, ſhore N 


what his Words did import. Bar now 
be prays carneſtly and heartily ke 
not oh periorm an Outward Work; 
to God, but he loves 305 with a! 


12 
Heart, and is inwaidly delighted wit th 


his Service. He has nzw 1. nds and De- 
ligus in the World ; his Deſire and in. 
tention is, That G OD may be magni- 


fled by him: This is the Mark he aims 
at, that the Name of us WAY be great 


and exaited above every Name in the 
World. Now he chuſes God for his 
Lord, Holineſs for his Path, Gou's 
Word for his Heritage for ever, and 


| the Exerciſes of Religion for bis very 
Nourithment. 


3. The Affection, are alſo changed, 


1 
70 
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* A Diſcourſe 
His Hope is in Chriſt, and all is count- 
ed Dung and Droſs in Competition 
{| with him; and he is contenred to loſe 
| any thing Tony ſo he but keep this 
WR Jewel. 
His Def res are not ſo much for Gold, 
| as Grace. He hungers after ic, he ſeeks 
m narrowly for it, and digs for it as for 
1 hid Treaſure. He ſtrives not ſo much 
. to grow more rich, as more holy; and 
N he counts it his greateft Conqueſt to 
ſuddue his Cotruptions. N 
His 7 are mote in keeping God's | 
ettimonies, than in great Riches. He 
EE delights in the L:w of the Lord, and 
135 rejoy ces moſt in the Thoughts of Chriſt, 3 
in his Preſence, and the proſperity of 
1 his People. 5 
His Cares are now not ſo much for 
the World, as for the real Security of 
8 | his Soul. Ile is ſedulouſſy inquiſicive ; 
9 \ what he ſhall do to be ſaved ; aud when | 
| he is informed what is the V of God, 
he is moſt aſſiduous in Joing 4 it. 5 
His Fear. are not fo much of Suffering, | cted 
as Sinning. Formerly nothing ſounded his i 
ſo terrible to him as Pain or Poverty, | 4. 


or P race: Now theſe do no not a ear 4 able 
be 1 ſo! ſhew 


concerning Repentance. 95 


10 ſo formidable, when they come in 
a Competition with God's Diihonour or 
is. Diſpleaſure. He walks warily, and is 
5 — er afraid leſt he ſhould tread on a 
3 Snare. It is a deadly Wound to his 
be Heart, to think of loſing God's Fa- 


your. 
His Sorrows and Grief have a new 
Vent, 1 Cor. 7. 9. Oc. The View of his 
Sins, the Sight of a Chriſt crucified, 
What would ſcarce {ir his IIearck efore, 
do now mightily affect him. 
His Love 1Uns another Wey NC 00 than 
what it did fotmerly. With hoty Au- 
guſtine and Ignatius, he is in his Element, 
When he is wrapt up in a ſweet Con- 
templation of the Love cf Chriit, 
ſuffering and dying for, and redec ming 
loſt Mankinßcd. 

His Hatred boils, and lis Anger burns 
againſt Sin. He is gicr'd with Iladigna- 
tion at himſelf, when he conſiders how 
long he has pone on in Sin, and negle= # 
cted God and the eternal Salvation of 
his immortal Soul. But I proceed: 1 
4. That there is a great and remark= * 
| able Change wrought upon him, ge 
ſhe ws forth in his Life and Converſation. i 
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A Diſcourſe 
He lived after the manner, and was 


conformed to the Counſel of this /- oi 
but now he is transformed, and is 
ſolved that the Time paſt tha ll ſuffice, 


that he has wrought the Will of the 
Tho“ te lives upon Earth, | 
Heaven. No 


01cr has God writ his Law in bis | 

feats. + che cherceiuiward walks in 

iis Stets e and keeps Bis J- dg ments. 

i bot Sia Miy dwellin him, it bas not 
Dominion over him. He makes moſt 


10 
 Confuiznce cf the greateſt Sins, yet he 
makes true Conſcience of leſſer Sins. 
not only tyth the Mint and 
but bas alſo a regard to | 
Mercy ar: Mo judgment. He A Mere; 
tend to bien 
but 
and gives bimſe {10 Prayer, and he re- | 
5 Me Sins by Alm, 4 


He does 
Cummin, 


and peglect Morality; 


Fe deliahts in the Law of the Lord, 


#4: rey to tie Poor. Dan. 4. 27. 
10 s to hvs hon ily, and keep a 


by {i ſew: 
He 05 


and his It iquities | 


Conſcience void cf Offen- e towardGod | Ar 
And Ae He is merciful to others may 
Failings, and very ſevere to his own; fF 1. 
and can ſoonerfors 2veany than l. imſelf, | This 
He i 15 7e oiued rather Lo ) ſuiter than le Wat 
el. 


concerning Repentance. * 
„as He i 15 moſt ſevere to the Sin that is na- 
d, | turally moſt dear; and chuſes that ſoon- 
2- | eft which doth crof: the Fleſh moſt ; he 
2e, | canrely upon the Divine Promiſes, when 
te | others live 12 their Poſſaſſions; he 
th, | allows himfelfin the Neglect of no Du- 
No | ty, but reſerves his higheſt Zzal fer 
his the Duties of moſt Weight : In a word, 
in in whatever he docs, or goes about, he 


nts. aims at the Glory of God, and to ic ſab- 
not | jects himſelf and all his Wor'dly In- 
jolt tereft. 


;he | Thus have I ſhewn you 3: largely as 
ins. I could in this narrow Comp na, Both 
and | what Repentance 3s not, 2d war it 5. 
0 1 proceed now præctic- hu to improve 
pre- the whe Sz end ſha'l draw from "What 
Ity ; 1 have id, a Uſe of Liformatict, and 
ers, a Ule cf LX. orcation. L ! coin with 
2 e- the . 


ies | 
27. Fir? USE of Infor mati n 
pA | Sas 


d And from what has been laid, we 
ners | may learn, 
n; ti The greg: Exten: of CE Dute. 
xelf. | This Inferenc= flows (5 marurally ſom 
oſin. what 1 have been diſcourh: g, that 
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A Diſcourſe : 1 
need not ſay much to illuſtrate it. Re- hav! 
view the foregoing Heads, and youwill can! 
fee Repentarce is not a Duty of ſo ſmall | abſt 
Conſequenceand Concernment as moſt tho 
imagine, neither is it ſo eaſily p rform- catic 
ed: For tho we may repent of all our AH: 
Sins, and our Repentarce may be true, by t 
and our Sins may be forgiven upon our they 
| Repentanc:; yet we mult live in the dai- ar, 
ly Practice of it. 5 Lis e. 
2. We learn hence, that there are thoſ 
but few that truly repent, and that the do r 
Number of them that deceive themſelwves, 


za C| 
with reſpc& to this Duty, is great. turn 
There are many who think Repentance 
conſiſts inexclaiming againſt themſelves, 
as great Sinners, and crying to G 
for Mercy. Other who have ſufferd H 
many Incorveniencies in this Life, by to e: 
reaſon of their Sins, and have a Sorrow! Zance 
upon them, think that this Sorrow mult | ſwa/ 
needs be true Repent.ance 5 never con- ing) 
ſidering that this Sorrow is occaſion'd by Mot 
their Sufferings for Sin, not by the Sinit 1. 
ſelf. Ochers there are, who think that man 
becauſe they have purpoſed to repent. Placy 
and forſake their Sins, they have truly I ſh; 
repented. Others alſo think that mort ſider 


— — g—— 
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Re- have perform'd this Duty aright, be- 
will cauſe they are ſomewhat re form'd, and 
mall abſtain from the groſſer Acts of Sin; 
moſt g tho' this oftæntimes proceeds from Edu- 
>IM= cation, Human Laws, or the Force of 
our Afliction. Others deceive themſelves, 
true, by thinking their State is good, becauſe 
our they have been baptiz'd into the Chri- 
dai- ſtian Faith. But, alas! the Caſe of theſe 
1 is extreamly ſad and miſerable ; for 
e are thoſe are fartheſt from Converſion, 'who 
it the do not fee that they have need of ſuch 
elves, za Change, or think they are already 
zreat. turn d. But I proceed to the 
ntance 
ſelves, 
30D 
ffer'd Having gone thus far, I proceed next 
fe, by to exhort you to the Proflice of Repen- 
Sorrow tance ; in order to which (that my Per- 
» muſt. fwaſions may be more forcible and laſt- 

con- ing) I ſhall make uſe of the following 
n'd by Motives. | 
2 Sinit 1. It is our Duty, becauſe God com- 
k that mands it, as you may read in many 
repenitl Places of the Holy Scripture ; of which 
truly I ſhall offer two or three to your Con- 
t they ſideration, I begin with that in Jſaiab, 
have N 


5 econd U 5 E f Exbortation. 
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55. 6, 7. Seek ye the LORD while he 


may be ſound ; call ye upon him while be is 


near. Let the Wicked forſake his ay, and 
im return auto the LORD, 
bade mercy on him, and to our God, 
Repentance, but of ſpeedy Repenrance 3 


01 Acceptance and Pardon. 


God, ſor he is Gracious, &c. This is alſo | 
the Voice of the New Teſtament, as 
we may ſee in Matth. 3. 2. Repent ”e, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, 


verted, that your Sins may be blotted out, 
when the time of Refrejbing ad come from | 
the Preſence of the Lord. 


tereſt ; for without Repentance there 
is no Remiſſion of Sins, as is plain from 


tance is ſaid to be not only neceſſary ty 
a Neceſſity of Precept, but alſo by a 
eee of Means. 


| the unright cous Man his Thoughts, and Jet E 
and be will 4 


ur he ö 
will obundantiy pardon, This Pafſage con- 


tains not only a Divine Injunction of az, 
| 4 that 
an] not only ſo, but a gracious Promiſe | reap 
See alſo Spir. 
Joel 2. 13. Rent your Hearts and not jour ing. 
Garments, and turn unto the Lord your | 


Acts 3. 19. Repent therefore, and be con- | craft 


ther 
ing 
1 | 


2. 

God. 
Fleſ 
Mas 


dum 


diſti 
are, 


| &c. 


Vt, 


: nc. 


Strife 


ders, 


1 Of r/ 
2. As it is our Duty, 15 it is our In- ; 


told 
thing 


that laſt recitedPaſſage, where Reaper] | 


This will fur- 
ther ; 


And 
Wakes 
ldren ( 
leges 
yet n 
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be ther appear, if we but read the follow- 


is ing Paſſages of the Sacred Text; Hed. 
nd 12. 14. Without Holineſs no Man ſball ſee 
let God. Rom. 8. 13. If we live after the 
„ill Ficſh we ſhall die. John 3. 3. Except a 
be Man be born again, he cannot ſte the King- 
dim of God. Gal. 6. 7. Whatſcever 4 
3 Man ſows, that 'ſhail he alſo reap. For be 
; 4 that ſoweth to the Fleſb, fall of the Fiſh | 
reap Corruption: But he that ſoweth tothe 
1 Spirit, (all of the Spirit reap Life everiaſt- 
ing. Moreover, the Scriptures tell us 
diſtinctly and ſeverally what thoſeEvils 
are, whereof we muſt beware. Gal.5.19. 
&. Now the Works ef the Fleſh are ma ni- 
pe, feſt, which aretheſe, Adultery, Fornication, 
and. | Uncleanniſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witch- 
con- craft, Hatred, Variance, Emulations Wrath, 
| out, Strife, Sedition, Hercfies, Envyings, Mur- 
from ders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like: 
f thewhich I tell you before, as IA e? 
r In- told you in time paſs that they which do ſuch 
things ſhall not inherit the King dom of God. 
from And again, Epe. 5. 6. For theſe things 
epen- ale the Wrath of God come upon the Chil= 
ry ty Jdren of Diſobedience. Nay, be cur Privi- | 
y 2 leges and Prerogatives never fo great, 
| tur- yet none of them ſhall ſupercede the ne- 
[ 85 5 FCeſlity 


4 4 Diſuarſe 1 
ceſſity of Repentance and a Holy Life. | if u 
Tho" we have a Levite for our Prieſt, | and 
and never fo Orthodox a Faith; yet if 
at the ſame time we have an idol for 
our God, and our Manners be profane, ] 
we are ftill in the Way that leads down 
to the Chambers of Death, Nay, our | dou 
having been baptized i-to the Ci ian Noi 
| Church, and living in a Chriſtian Nati- | wh: 
on, will eabance our Condemnation, if ven 
we live not anſwerable to ſo great Mer- | a T 
cies. To confum all this, let us con- 
ſider the Nature of God, who is Holineſs it w 
it ſelf, and cannot be delighted with be \ 
_ thoſe that continue impenitent. Let 
us alſo conſider the Nature of that 
Happineſs, which God has reſerv'd for i 
thoſe that obey his Laws: We are told givi 
that no unclean thing ſhall enter into it; wou 
ſo that he who would be happy, muſt 
be holy. For as Wickedneſs lays a Founs | 
dation for our Miſery, and a Train for 
our Deſtruction ; fo Hoin'/s here, is of : Mor 
abſolute Neceſſity to our Happineſs here- to x 
after: They being rather two ſeveral | wou 
| Notions of one Thing, than Things 1 in neit! 
themſelves diſtinct. We are here as riage 


in a State of T ryal or Feber et Jolly 


7 — tranny > 


J concerning Repentance, 
3 if we improve our, Time, if we mortify 
{t, |! and ſubdue our evil Aﬀections, then we 

q ſhall be removed to an higher Form, 


ne, perfect: But if we crifle away our time, 
wn or ſpend it amiſs, we ſhall be thrown 
our down among Hypocrites and Unbelievers. 
lian Nor indeed can it be otherwiſe : For 
ati- | what ſhould a wicked Man do in Hea- 


ler- | a Torment to him, if the Thing were 


vith a be weary of that State, which now he 


- | ſure would he find in ſinging perpetual 
| for 


3 


0 id | wou'd the covetous Worldling find in 
muſt || Heaven? There he will find no Lea« |} 
ſes or Farms to purchaſe, no Widows | 


4 


oun- 
n for to oppreſs, no Bargains to make, no 
is of Money to put to Uſury, no Forfeitures 
nere- 
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lor and added to rhe Spirirs of Fuſt Men made 


ven? Certainly ſuch a State would be 


| poflible: Inſtead of being his Happineſs, 
;ne(s | it would be his Priſon. He would ſoon 


: deems ſo much to deſire. What Plea- 


© Praiſes to God, that is now Weary of 
told giving him Thanks? What Content 


to receive, The Voluptuous Man 
veral would find little Pleaſure, where is 
gs in neither Marrying, nor giving in Mar- 
re as Tiage ; no Tavern or Alehouſe, no 
and Jolly Companion to Quaff and Ca- 

= ͤ | rouſs 


., 
a 
* 
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9 
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and diſpay its Terrrors; 
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rouſe withil. The proud Man od 


the 
take little Delight in a conftant aſeri- they 


bing all Honour and Praiſe to GOD. fer f 
Such Men re not fit for Glory, who Para 


are ſo far from Grace. They are not King 
fit for the Enjoyment of God, and the- | tage 
Society of thoſe that are lanctigec; be- e! 


cauſe they have not mortified their Saw. 
| Lufts; therefore they muſt lie down for Be: 
ever with the D-vil and his Angels, | the 


| Beau 


where there once beloved ſenſual Appe- | Ton 
ti:es ſhall be as ſo many Tormentors to or t 
them. Oh then, what an Argument coul 


ſhould this be to us, for our Repenting, fore 


and ſeeking Mercy, while Mercy may { deay 
be had! preſe 


3.) The Third Motive 1 ſhall uſe, is, Dun; 


Ths dangerous and miſ:rable State of alli A 
thoſe that bave not yet truly repented | wich 


of their Sins. Theſe are within an be te 
Hair's Breadth of Hell, they walk dai V and 


upon the Brink of the Bottomleſs Pit, ther 
But to paint out to the Life the deplo- appe 
rable Caſe they are in, I muſt gecypher 


them 


to youu the moſt Diabolical Deformity of repei 
Sin; I muſt uncover the Face of the bletl 
deep and devouring Gulph of Topbet, die i 
1 muſt open all E 

they 


— — 
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ld! the Gates of be 7 7 fern. al Cavern, that 


cri-f they may ſ:e what they are lik * to ſuf- 


0D. fer for their Sins, Next I mult bring 
who | | Paradiſe into view, aid repreſent the 
not | Tl Kos dom f 5 1 4 much Co Advan- 


the tage as the Temper Cid the Ks 84 5 0f 


I 
be · the Horid. and: 78 Glory thereof, to our 


heir Su,: Imuſt draw an Exttact of the 
n for } Beauties f Hlappin ſs. and the Glories of 
gels, 3 the Gpel. But, alas! tho' J had the 
Appe- Tongue of the moſt Rherorical Or ator, 
to or the Pen of the readieſt Writer, I 
ment could not do this. 1 proceed there- 
wing, fore with my utmoſt, tho' poor En- 
may deavours, to perſuade you to the 
preſent and ſpeedy letting about this 
e, Is, Duty. 
f all And here let me reaſon the Caſe 
-nted | with thoſe that know ſome Care mult 
in an be taken of their Souls before they dle, 


daily and yet put off their Repentance to ano- 
ſs pit, ther time; and I doubt not to make it 
leplo- appear, that they egregioully deceive. 
lrhemſeives, when they ſay, they will 
zity of repent hereafter, and that it is proba- | 
1E the ble they will not repent at all, but will 
Topbet, die in their Sins, and be miſerable to 


ypher 


t open fall Eternity. 


the] _— (1.0 Let 
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(r.) Let him that fays he will repent 


that makeſt theſe Delays, that keep 
thee from reforming preſently : Is it 
the want of Power to do it? And ho- 
doſt thou know thy Ability will be 
greater hereafter than now? Is it be- 
cauſe the Rules of the Goſpel are ſevere; 
and ſtrict? And will they not be as 
ſevere hereafter as now they are? Or 
doſt thou hope that God will unbend his 
Laws, which are unalterable, to ſtoop to 
thy Profaneneſs? Or doſt thou delay thy 
Amendment and Repentance becauſe thy 
Sins are many and.great, and thou de- 
ſpaireſt of Mercy? And will not the 
mighty Heap be as great hereafter as 
now ls it thy Worldly Buſineſs? And 
will it not always be ſo? That which 


4 W . 


— 


it be taken out of the Way: Things 
ſtanding as they are, the Event and 
Iſſue muſt needs be the fame, That 
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_ why he cannot do it now; and whe- 
ther the very ſame Reaſon that hinders 
him from reforming now, will not al- hard- 
Ways hinder him. Szy what it is, thou | 


now hiaders thee will always do fo, till 


{make 


hereafcer, conſider what is the Reaſon othe 


* 


Wou 


ly Di 
eaſe | 
but i 
Bloo. 
Strer 
brou 
may 
ever 
mucl 
Wor] 
thy £ 
thy 1 
Tem 
than 
of re} 
reme 
Task 
to do 
If t 
now, 


Merc 


great 


which makes thee unfit to Day, will 
9 OO: "OY "make 


thee 


; 


pent make thee as unfit to Morrow, or any 
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iſon other Time. Nay, 


he- 


t al- 


hou || 
deep 


2 


4 


arder it is to be cur'd, wiiereas a time- 


y Drefling may cure it quickiy. A Diſ— 
eaſe that istimely taken, is extily cur'd; 
Is it but if it ſtay till it have altered the 


how Blood, and deſtroyed the Tone and 


be Strength of the Part affected, and has 
- be- brought a general ill Habit of Body, it 


vere may be then paſt all Remedy. What- 


de as 


ever unfits thee now, will make thee 


Or much more ſo hereafter. For as thy 


d his Work will then be more hard ; ſo will 
p to thy Strength be leſs, thy Time ſhorter, 
hy thy Diſcouragements greater, and thy 
Temptations and Objections ſtronger 


thy 
2 thy | 
u de- 
t the 
er as 
And 
hich. 
hings 
and 
That 


thanthey were before. He that thinks 


to do it in than now he hath. 


Will 


make 


thee now to look back upon thy old 
55 hs Scores, 


\ (2.) More unfit, It is here as ina 
dere Wound ; the longer ic Continues, the 


of repenting on his Death bed, ſhonld 
remember that he will have a greater 
Task to do, and lefs Time and Strength 


If thy Sins are ſo many, and {> great 
now, that thou doſt almoſt deſpair of 
Mercy, certainly they will be more and 
greater then: If it be trouble ſoms to 


SO wa” —— —— — 2 — Oo” oo, oo dt — 
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Scores, ſurely there will be more chut di 


Labour and Diſcourage ment in it, tgoſt | 


undo and unravel the Sins of 3 long lear 


Life: If now thou thinkeſt the Com dy to 
mands of Chrift ſevere and ſtrict, cer (4. 
tainly hereafter, when thou haſt beerF1it r 


more enge g d in Sin, and log ger wed w 
ded to the World, and thy Luſts archſter. 


faſter riviced to thy Soul, thou wild W 
_ think more hardly of 2 bo!) Lite, andth#i» D 
Commands of Chriſt will be more grieJ/ 


Vous to thee, If now Repent ance be fc$ow 25 


hard a Task, what will it bz when thyDay of 


Day is almoſt ſpent, and the Sun of thyINew, 


Life is Etting? . Day, 


(3.) Conh ler, thou that ſay'ſt thoqome 


wilt repent |; ereafter whether thou hail 5 no 
not formerly promiſed to repent, 

yet broken thy Word? And if tho 
; bal, why ſhr uldſt thou believe thy fel pure [ 
again 2 Did® 
Sick- bed, or under fome great Danger n CL 


an Devi 


vitabl 
thou never upon ſomqeres 


make Vow, That if G 4 would de ive upper 


ther, 2 ſh 11d l be thy Ged : and yet fonhat | 
ali chat, when the Dinger h 4th bee, « 
over thou haſt returned to thy Sins anFÞpile 1 
evil Ways again? And hat thou noffill th 
reaſon t to chiak, chat as thou dull the 


bu 


— 


cencerning Repentance 


Ire 0 jut diſſemble with God, fo now thou 
tego but mock him? Thy deceitful 


8 
* 
Ma 


Alon Heart is ffiil in thy Breaſt, and as rea- 
Com y to impoſe upon thes as ever, 

„ cet (4.) Conſider, thou that {ay ſt, thou 
| beerFiit repent to Marrow, when this Ar- 


wed: ö w will come. Thou wilt tepent here- 
ſts argſter thou ſay |: but that is an unlimi- 
wille d Word; Whofeas God limiteth a cer- 
ndth-i- Day, is ing, To Day if ze Wl, 1 
2 grieſi Voice, Hed. 4. . And again, Bibold 
be ſche 1s the accepted Time, behold now is the 
n thyDay of Salva ion, 2 2 Cor. 6. 2. God ſays, 
of thyNew, we ſay Herenfter: God ſays To 
Day, we ſay To Morrow; God's time is 
t thotome, but our time is or come, There 
u haſſs no end of thele Delays; they are the 
an evi''s Device to dia us INTO an ine- 

" thoifitable Deſlruction. He can well en- 
hy ſe;Pure that we ſhould promiſe to repent 
flomqchereafter, if in the mean time we live 
anger, n our Sins. For Whatever we may 
de ive ſuppoſe to our felves, it often appears, 
et fofhat te who promiles to repent , Big 
been, does, when to Morrow come , pro- 
us anqdnile the ſame the nextDay ; and ſo en, 
a noſill there be no time left, to run cut, 
t the 1 
n | From 


— — 
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From theſe Conſiderations, tet n_ : 
earneſtly beſcech the Reader, 28 1 
tenders the Welfare of bis immer od 
Soul, to uſe no more vain Delays. Fe 
he that depends on the laſt Hour, ar 
neglects the preſent Seaſon, in Hop | 
of one to come, is like to o be deceive 
at laſt. 
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